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Fortune tellers: What does the future hold for thee? 


Window 


on 


Jordan 


By Ibdsairi Awadat 

S pecia l to The Star 

AFTER THE guests had drunk their coffee. Omm 
Imad took one of the cups and emptied it then she 
overturned ii. Five minutes later, and after the cup 
dried up. leaving various shapes of coffee gran¬ 
ules on its sides, the fortune teller began. 

"Your family is in grief, but I can sec a bird 
which means good news." Omm Imad told one of 
the women. “A blind woman will visit you soon 
but she will bring sadness and death to one nf 
your relatives.” 

After she finished talking Omm Imad asked the 
woman to put her finger tip in the bottom of the 
cup. Omm Imad repeated the same words. 


When we asked the woman who drank that cup 
about what she heard, she told Tin■ Star that the 
sadness bit is correct, because her husband i> ill. 
hut she couldn’t tell about the other things now 
because they didn’t happen yet. 

White she was sitting. Ibrahim, wlm’s a yri% em¬ 
inent employer, asked Omm Imad to read his cup. 
She repeated the process and began to speak, 
“You have a pain in your eye and leg. anti you are- 
now looking for a bride. A man will tell you about 
a good bride to be. but you must he patient." 

Ihrnhim acknowledged the pain lie had. but 
hadn’t told anyone about it until now. Huwevcr. 
the bride was something else, attain. unlv time 

will ten. 


Fortune tellers or coffee readers have a very 
good market, most of their customers are house* 
wives. However. the market among the educated, 
both men and women seem to be growing. 

People want to know things about their future 
or about their personal lives.'Women still want to 
know if they are carrying a girl or a hoy in spite 
hi the modern technology found in ho.spiiais. Men 
want to know if there Is money coming in or if 
there is a hride on the way. 

In many cases, fortune tellers made their for¬ 
tune just by idling what some cynics call dreamed 
up '.lories. They are now living it up in some of 

Continued on page 2 
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■a* Crisis inside the Islamist movement 

The Brotherhood 
tries to deal with 
fall-out of its 
boycott decision 


t- 
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By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE ISLAMIC movement in 
Jordan is passing through one 
of the most critical stages in its 
existence. The Muslim Broih- 
erh.oi.id. which had succeeded 
lew months ago in rallying the 
support of mainstream opposi¬ 
tion ponies and civic institu¬ 
tions for its decision to boycou- 
this month's elections, is rtoW 
beleaguered by internal divi¬ 
sions and external pressures. 

The first blow came when a 
number of senior members 
refused to abide by the boycott 
decision, which was the most 
crucial in the movement’s his¬ 
tory. w-hile others were vocif¬ 
erous in their criticism of the 
decision. Both trends warned 
of the consequences of the 
boycott decision on the move¬ 
ment’- relationship with the 
Jordanian political order. 

Last week, the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its political 
arm the Islamic Action Front 
llAF) took another step by 
deciding to abstain from the 
Parliament’s* Upper House 
under pressure from conserva¬ 
tive elements within the rank 
and file of the Islamist bodies. 

In a survev conducted by 
specialized committees to lest 
vhc mvKvd among the move¬ 
ment's cadres regarding their 
participation, about 85 percept 
i,f those asked were not in 
favor of any form of 
participation. 

The Islamists and other 
mainstream opposition believe 
that the country is passing 
through a dangerous crisis 
which calls on all forces to 
hold a dialogue and come out 
with a common agenda to 
avoid future conflicts. 

However, the government 
has shown no signs of getting 
involved in such a dialogue 
with the opposition. 

"h was not a matter of rebg 
imis fatwu. hut of national and 
Sanizaiional interests said 
lawyer Abdel Majeed Thunei- 


r. 

/ N Si BE \ 


bat, the Overseer of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood. "The govern¬ 
ment wants us as a decoration 
for democracy and pluralism, a 
role that we will never 
accept.” 

At the beginning of ihe 
democratic process in 1989. 
analysts believed that the gov¬ 
ernment r,axled the participa¬ 
tion of.the Islamists in the two 
pervious parliaments, but, 
soon after the government 
decided to minimize Islamist 
influence in the legislature. 
This process started with the 
enforcement of the onc-raon 
one-vote electoral system in 
1993 whkh decreased the rep¬ 
resentation of the Islamists in 
the 1993 Lower House to 16 
from 24 tn the previous Lower 
House. 

The government agenda 
regarding the peace process 
. and the implementation of the 
World Bank economic reform 
program, both of which the 
Islamist oppose, forced the 
political order to curtail Isla¬ 
mist influence on the political 
decision mechanism. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
feels it is not welcomed as an 
active body in the political 
arena. “We feel that there is a 
trend in Jordan that does not 
want us to take our actual size 
in the country. Many measures 
were practiced against us to 
limit our active influence.” 
Thuneibat said. ’The govern¬ 
ment wanted our presence and 
wanted us to act as mere wit¬ 
nesses and not to be effective 
in the formula of the decision 
making.” 

He believes that the form of 
political Islam carried out by 
Lhe Islamic movement is 
unwelcomed within the frame¬ 
work of the so-called new 
world order, and Jordan is a 
part of that- 

Many analysts warn that the 
government should not ignore 
the fact that the Islamist 
absence from Parliament will 
••jvc them a strong influence 


among the people, taking into 
consideration that the decision 
to boycott the elections came 
from the very grassroots of the 
Islamic movement. 

The head of the Muslim 
Brotherhood also warned of 
the “continuous harassment 
against the movement’s mem¬ 
bers.” He said that if such 
repression against the Brother¬ 
hood continues, “God forbid, 
it might lead to confrontation." 

He talked about certain gov¬ 
ernment measures against' the 
Islamists such as dismissing 
some Brotherhood members 
from state institutions or trans¬ 
ferring them to remote areas 
and some times arresting mem¬ 
bers without reasons. 

"We warn that tightening 
the rope on the movement and 
the political violence practiced 
by some governments led to 
splits within die Islamic move¬ 
ments and created groups 
which operated from under¬ 
ground and believed in vio¬ 
lence in place of dialogue and 
democracy," Thuneibat said. 

However. Islamists figures 
who refused the boycott deci¬ 
sion of the movement, believe 
otherwise. Dr Bassam A1 
Umoush one of the leading 
members of the so-called mod¬ 
erate trend, supports Islamists 
participation in Parliament. He 
was kicked out of the Brother¬ 
hood for his controversial 
views. 

Umoush believes the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood is facing a 
conspiracy which aims at 
destroying the movement. He 
points to the boycott decision 
of the movement, which he 
describes as a violation of the 
program of the Brotherhood, 
saying that “for the past 50 
years we were working to 
bring the people out of the 
tribe mentality and to make 
people work for the country. 
Umma and Islam.” 

“But by the boycott decision 

1 Continued on page 2 



Last minute preparations for Saturday's opening of the / 3th Jordanian Parliament 
His Majesty King Hussein will open the session and deliver the traditional Speech 
from the Throne . which is the government's policy plan on which it will seek to gain a 
confidence vote from the Lower House, t Photo by Mahmaod Shawkat) 


Landmark agreement with EUputs 
Jordan on track, but there is some 
way to go yet, experts say 


By Dham Sadeq 

Star Sniff Writer 

FINALLY JORDAN signed 
the Euro-Mediterranean Asso- 
ciation Agreement in Brussels 
last Monday. The signing cere¬ 
mony was attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The Prince described the 
agreement as an essential step 
that comes within the frame¬ 
work of a joint cooperation to 
achieve progress and prosper¬ 
ity for all nations in lhe region. 

Jordan today has set a mile¬ 
stone to launch a new era of 
bilateral partnerships that qual¬ 
ifies her for membership of 
wider forums such as the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO). 

The agreement which was 
initialled in Malta last April, is 
not only targeted at establish¬ 
ing a free trade zone by the 
year 2010. hut it aims to 
strengthen joint cooperation 
between EU members and its 
partners in the Mediterranean 
Busin. Such strategy will help 
to enhance regional coordina¬ 
tion in various lie Ids covering 
the social, cultural, commer¬ 
cial. security, technology trans¬ 
fer. manpower and political 
aspects. 

Three more association 



HRH Prince Hassan looks on as Dr Khalaf signs agreement 


agreements has been signed so 
far with Morocco. Tunisia and 
Israel while negotiations arc 
un-going with Lebanon and 
Egypt and talks expected to 
stan shortly with Syria. An 
interim agreement between the 
EU and Palestine National 
Authority was signed recently. 

Speaking aboirt the agree¬ 
ment. Mr Rjmon Mestres. 
Economic Counsellor. EU Del¬ 
egation. Amman, tells Hir-Viur 

"It is to establish a continu¬ 
ous dialogue between the Com¬ 
munity members .mJ Jordan. 


for it has been a wish to 
strengthen our bilateral links 
that should be based on part¬ 
nership to further integrate Jor¬ 
dan's economy into the Euro¬ 
pean economy.” 

The agreement also Likes 
into consideration principles of 
the UN chaner on human 
rights and human resources, he 
adds. 

EU financial aid to Jordon is 
expected to reach as high as 
339 million ECUs for this year. 

After two years when the 

Continued on page 2 



The Nubia museum is inaugurated, 

the show must go on 
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By Samir Raafat 

Star Cairo Correspondent 

THE INAUGURATION of the Nubia 
Museum in Aswan took place last Sun¬ 
day 23 November, against the backdrop 
of the Luxor massacre where 58 foreign 
tourists and four Egyptians lost their 
lives a week earlier, to.a 
hand of six terrorists. The 
irony hem is that it took 
'SfZ UNESCO «d 

o^Vconcemcd bodies over 

20 years in order to turn the 
Nubia Museum into a g 

IB tSs was die latest of 
m-inv cultural attractions 
«r2cted to draw tousands , 

Sorias each day to witness a nch 
Ancient Egyptian treasures 
“^Srutv displayed in what is defi- 
S Fgypt’s^best ever depository of 
Manv of these were saved 



thanks to Egyptian and international 
efforts when dozens of Nubian villages 
and historic sites disappeared under Lake 
Nasser following the building of the 
High Dam. 

Bui Lhere were hardly any tourists in 
Aswan on the museum’s 
inaugural day. Six 
bloodthirsty gunmen 
had seen to that. Instead, 
of a Nile filled with pic¬ 
turesque sailboats, there 
were rows upon rows of 
idle ft'loukax. their own¬ 
ers hopeful for the usual 
assortment of interna¬ 
tional holidaymakers. 
None were forthcoming. 
The colorful Aswan souk, which would 
otherwise have been foil of bargaining 
tourists, was empty'. The two or three- 
deep cruisers lining the Aswan comichc 
had their shutters rolled down and their 


port 


decks bare save for the steicd-ires mak¬ 
ing listless rounds. 

Even Aswan’s glorious sunset which 
on any ordinary Jay would ha\e lured 
even lhe most exhausted tourist from his 
hotel room. w,ls playing to an empty the¬ 
ater. As I walked down the cmniche, I 
was reminded of sundown in Cairo dur¬ 
ing Rnmtklan when most oi the city’s 
streets arc deserted as millions prepare 
lor il'tar. 

The only dement that broke the 
ghostly silence was an occasional police 
siren which meant an important guest nr 
a member nf the presidential entourage 
was making his - way to one of Aswan's 
newly opened and now half empty five¬ 
st tr hutch. 

Several. VIPs, including UNESCO’s 
Frederico Mayor, were in town lor the 
museum's opening. The event wjis cov¬ 
ered live by Egypt's suite-owned 
national and satellite TV channels. What 


TV' viewers did not sec however is the 
phalanx of security men who also cov¬ 
ered the exrnL With President and Mrs 
Muharuk in attendance, no one was tak¬ 
ing any chances. 

"It’s a shame how none of those 
robust-looking, well equipped guards 
and security men to proiecL Egypt’s larg¬ 
est source of foreign exchange." 
remarked a foreign guesL He was allud¬ 
ing to the Diet that there wen: only two 
policemen on duty to protect the thou¬ 
sands of daily visitors to Queen Hatsbep- 
sui’s temple. 

Besides being one of the most visited 
sites in Luxor, Deir A1 Bahari (as the 
Queen’s Temple is often called) will go 
tiuwn in history as the scene of Egypt's 
worse ever tourist massacre, a conse¬ 
quence of which led to the on-the-air fir¬ 
ing of Egypt’s minister of interior by a 

Continued on page 2 


US sees Iraq inspections as 
*long-term project ’ 

Tension grows over 
access to 
presidential sites 


WASHINGTON—The United 
States and Iraq were heading 
again towards collision over 
Baghdad's refusal to allow UN 
inspectors to visit an unspecified 
number of sites dubbed as prese- 
dential by the Iraqis. Clinton 
administration officials dug in 
for what they predicted would 
be a prolonged struggle over 
access by international inspec¬ 
tors to suspected weapons sites 
in Iraq. 

US Defense Secretary Wil¬ 
liam S. Cohen called efforts by 
United Nations inspectors to 
uncover Iraq's chemical and 
biological weapons program a 
“long-term project” and said 
there were no plans to withdraw 
the extra warships and planes 
that the United States has rushed 
to the Gulf region in anticipa¬ 
tion of a possible military show¬ 
down with Iraq. 

"What I want id indicate 
today is that this is a long-term 
project," Cohen told a Pentagon 
news conference. This is not 
something that's going to be 
over in a very shon period of 
lime, as Saddam Hussein would 
like to believe." 

The sites, unilaterally placed 
off-limits or otherwise restricted 
by the Iraqi government, include 
dozens of President Saddam 
Hussein's palaces and their sur¬ 
rounding territory, sometimes 
amounting to hundreds of acres: 
facilities 'assigned to two of 
Hussein's intelligence opera¬ 
tions. the Special Security 
Organization arid the Iraqi Intel¬ 
ligence Service: and bases of the 
Special Republican Guard, a 
military elite group that over¬ 
sees weapons development 

UN weapons inspectors have 
not tried to revisit the sites since 
they were readmitted to the 
country last Friday but are 
expected to do so soon, as offi¬ 
cials suspect the palaces and 
other facilities may be hiding 
places for forbidden weapons 
research and production and for 
records documenting Iraq's bio¬ 
logical. chemical and nuclear 
warfare plans. 

Nizar Humdoon. Iraq's 


ambassador to the United 
Nations, confirmed Monday that 
presidential sites remain out of 
hounds to inspectors as far :ls 
the Iraqi government is con¬ 
cerned. He repealed Iraq’s posi¬ 
tion—that it has destroyed all its 
illegal weapons anil has nothing 
to hide. He said Iraqi sensitivity 
to intrusion stems from con¬ 
cerns about national security 
and sovereignly. 

"We put these places off- 
limits for the same reason your 
country has the White House 
and other buildings in Washing¬ 
ton. DC. off-limits to foreigners 
without an invitation.” he said 
in an interview. "We are hiding 
nothing, but if wc were wc 
could hide these things any¬ 
where. Iraq is a hie country'. ... 
The only positive "approach to 
the issue is for the (United 
Nations) to show us their 
evidence." 

Cohen suggested that several 
weeks might pass before the 
United Stales and its allies can 
determine Iraq's willingness to 
pcrmii the kind of unfettered 
access to sites that UN inspec¬ 
tors have demanded. His 
remarks and simitar comments 
by other US officials appeared 
aimed at countering a Russian 
move at the United Nations to 
win an early easing of sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Since persuading Iraq to 
allow US members of the UN 
inspection team back into the 
country. Russia has stepped up 
diplomatic pressure to declare 
Iraq free of banned weapons, 
arguing thm Baghdad has made 
enough progress to end intrusive 
inspections of nuclear and mis¬ 
sile programs. 

In Baghdad, the government 
issued a statement Tuesday again 
demanding a timeframe for com¬ 
pleting UN inspections, it also 
renewed a request that the United 
Nations slop using American U- 
2 planes for reconnaissance mis¬ 
sions over Iraq and instead rely 
on spy planes from other Seeur- 


Continued on page 2 
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and to 

the Arab & Islamic nations 
its felicitations and best wishes 
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Art of olive picking 

Great process for producing 


healthy society and economy 


By Elise Y. Sadoun 

Special to The Star 

IRBID—At the height of the olive season. 
olivc_ fiirmers and processors ate now 
working at full capacity. With an increase 
in Jordanian olive oil consumption by 
approximately 50 percent between 1983 
and 1994. the olive season has increas¬ 
ingly provided a good income for all 
involved. 

Each Jordanian consumes an average of 
between 2.29-3.69 kilograms of olive oil 
per year; total consumption of table olives 
in 1995 reached over 12.000 tons. Olive 
M r s known to be high in monounsatu- 
rai-' , » fats. which lowers LDL (or “bad") 
cholesterol without lowering HDL (or 
“good") cholesterol." With this knowl¬ 
edge about the health benefits of olive oil 
over other oils, more and more people are 
starting to use olive oil exclusively. 

Olive trees arc planted when they are a 
vcar-old saplings, and lake approximately 
5 i«» 15 ye-.m. to bear fruit. One farmer 
referred to the olive os "the lazy farmer's 
crop." as liule maintenance is required for 
the trees. They must be fertilized every 2 
to 3 years, tilled twice a year, treated with 
insecticide every 4 years, pruned every 
year to remove dead and diseased 
branches, and irrigated 2-4 limes a year. 
Irrigation of 2 cubic meters of water per 
tree takes place before flowering, after the 
emergence nr the fruit, in August, and dur¬ 
ing very hot weather. However, over¬ 
irrigation may he detrimental to the trees. 
Some farmers can get away with no tilling 
at all. Also over pruning may tire the tree, 
preventing it fmm producing fruit for a 
year or two. 

Olives are harvested when they start to 
turn black. The picking is either done by 
.the tree owners themselves, or by hired 
workers. In some countries, the trees are 
shaken by machines, but this is rarely if 
ever done in Jordan because it damages 
the trees. The trees limbs are shaken, then 
hand picked. Tlie olives are picked up off 
(he ground spread around the tree, and 
packed into burlap hags for transport to 


the olive processing plant. 

Each farmer's olives are processed sep¬ 
arately, so he receives the oil from his own 
olives. The processing is made either by a 
traditional press system, in which the 
olives are stone ground and then pressed 
between stone or metal slobs, allowing the 
oil to seqp out, or using the modem 
method; olives are first washed, and rinsed, 
cnished, mixed with water for a fixed 
amount of time to allow the oil to be 
released from the mixture, and then fed 
through a decanter which separates the 
mixture into oil, water, and pomace. Then 
the oil is pumped into a centrifuge/ 
decanter, where it separates again into puri¬ 
fied oil and waste water. The oil is then 
poured into metal containers or plastic 
jugs. The oil further separates dur ng stor¬ 
age leaving purified oil with a bottom layer 
of inedible vegetable-matter sludge which 
is discarded as the container is emptied. 

Modem processing machines have the 
capacity to process I-5 tons ot olives per 
hour, and they run 24-hours per day during 
the busiest time of the season. The olives 
contain between 12 percent to 35 percent 
of oil by volume, and the yield is more or 
less the same using either the traditional 
presses or the modem machines. The mod¬ 
em method has the advantage of lower 
labor costs, and faster processing and thus 
reduce olive damage and poorer quality oil 
due to long storage'time. 

Olive processing yields by-products of 
vegetable water and pomace. The vegeta¬ 
ble water is stored in tanks, then pumped to 
a reservoir where h evaporates. The olive 
pomace, which is high in organic! matter 
and soil-enriching nutrients, is either, sold 
by the ton for use as fertilizer or processed' 
into high-energy charcoal. ' 

The economic benefits of olive produc¬ 
tion in Jordan are widespread. The olive- 
tree will produce olives year after year for 
hundreds, possibly thousands of years. 
Therefore the initial investment by the 
farmer in saplings and land will bring a 
high return for him and his progeny; The 
olive pickers also make a good amount of 
money. Each man makes JD 3.50 per day. 


while each woman 
makes JD 3 per day. 

Some pickers forgo the 
daily wage for up to 25 
percent of the olives they 
pick. The olive process¬ 
ing plants take 9 percent 
of die farmers total oil as 
payment for processing, 
then sells the surplus.' 

The plant also sells the 
olive pomace. “It is a 
great business, ft is all 
cash with little or no 
debt," says Jamal Sadoun 
of Ahmed Said Sadoun's 
Olive Processing Plant in 
Samar. Young men also 
take advantage or the 
olive season by riding 
around in donkey-drawn 
carts, selling drinks :uid 
snacks to the Held work¬ 
ers and farmers waiting 
their turn for their olives 
lo be processed. 

This year's olive yield 
is less than average, only 
about 50 percent of a 
normal crop. 1 However, 
the price of the oil 
remains about the same 

as last year, about JD 50- _ 

60 for each 16 kilogram 
container of oil. Different variables affect 
the price of oil. Some regions produce a 
higher quality oil. therefore the price it 
higher. Oil quality depends on free variety, 
soil and climate conditions, conditions of 
the olives when picked, and the amount nl 
lime the olives are stored _ before 
processing. 

The olive season has a great impact on 
the family life of all those involved. Fami¬ 
lies get together over a weekend tn pick 
the olives off their own trees. Processing 
plants are usually a family operation, 
which all family members pitching in to 
help. Sons and cousins work side hy side 
or .in rotating shifts, sometimes covering 
more than one location. Families also hire 



themselves nut to pick olives. The adult 
men and women work side by side in the 
field. Even the kids help out after school 
and on weekends by climbing up the tree 
to shake the branches and pick olives of! 
the highest limbs. 

The head of one olive picking family. 
Mr Abu Ja'ITr Krrtoni of Samar, says that 
the whole family enjoys the olive season. 
They go to the field at 6:30 am eat their 
breakfast, and then start work at 7. they 
take st half-hour break tor a quick lunch 
and coffee or tea. then continue working 
until 3:30 pin. He says, “the olive season 
hits a very positive effect on our family. 
We nil work together and everyone bene¬ 
fits from the harvest. We are happy, telling 


stories and jokes while we work, so the 
time flies. We are given some of the olives 
and oil for our family, in addition to the 
doily wage. We also get to meet new peo¬ 
ple and see old friends.” 

Mr Kinani said that his family of 12 
uses 8T containers of oil. and 35 kilograms 
of olives in one year. They use only olive 
oil, and they have been picking olives for 
the past nine years, since he retired from 
the army, 

. More and mote people are planting olive 
trees. The trees benefit the environment by 
preventing soil erosion, and by requiring 
fewer chemical treatments then other fruit 
trees. Olive fanning also benefits the local 
and national economy. ■ 


The Nubia 

museum 

Cobtimied from page 1 
visibly unnerved President 
Mubarak. 

Egypt’s new minister of inter¬ 
ior Habib Al Adli is not taking 
any chances. The desert road 
from Aswan International Air¬ 
port is literally littered with 
security men. There are _ the 
khaki uniforms, the paramilitary 
guards, the blade dressed police¬ 
men and the agents in plain¬ 
clothes. And by the looks of 
their attire. Bedouins and villag¬ 
ers have also been drafted in this 
security exercise. Most stood 
faring the desert as though tin 
armed attack was expected from 
the wilderness. The overall 
effect would've been farcical 
bad the Luxor carnage not been 
fresh on everyone’s mind. "The 
stable door had been locked after 
the horses baited!" exclaimed 
one of the observing journal! sin 
on our bus. 

The evening of the museum's 
inauguration, top VIRs and 
guests attended a spectacular all- 
Nubian folklore show in the 
museum's open air amphithea¬ 
ter. The setting was second to 
none. Save for a small rustic 
wall, it was difficult to heed 
where the rocky, palm-decked 
museum grounds ended and 
where Aswan’s magical outback 
began. It all blended so beauti¬ 
fully. The coed Aswan Troupe 
was directed and choreographed 
by Walid Aounu the current 
head of Cairo Opera's Dunce 
Theater. Popular Nubian inge¬ 
nue Mohammed Mounir sang 
two Nubian songs followed by 
the internationally acclaimed 
Hamza Ala El Din. El Din. who 
is now a resident of Berkeley. 
California, gave a moving Oud 
performance dedicating his com¬ 
position to the memory of 
Luxor's fallen victims and their 
grieving families. “As we gather 
together in this neighborhood 
party, we, the people of Aswan 
and Luxor, as well as the rest of 
Egypt cannot overlook or accept 
the outrage that took place a few 
days ago” Words that must have 
comforted those who felt the 
opening celebration of Aswan's 
long. awaited museum coukl 
have been delayed under the cir¬ 
cumstances. "BuL" remarked 
the veteran director of a foreign 
cultural center in Cairo, “we 
must never give in to terrorism, 
and so the stow must go on." ■ 
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Landmark agreement with EUputs Jordan on 
track, but there is some way to go yet, experts say 


Continued from page 1 .v- 

agreement becomes effective, 
Jordanian industrial and agri¬ 
cultural products will be able 
to enter (he EU markets with 
many facilities and free from 
customs' duties. In turn, “Jor¬ 
dan will gradually .remove cus¬ 
toms duties on some industrial 
imports from EU members," 
says Dr Naheel Ammari. secre¬ 
tary general at the Ministry of 
Planning. 

However there won't be any 
immediate exemptions on 
imports that have local alterna¬ 
tives. These products are given 
a five-year grace period stait- 


. ing Japm the effectiveness of 
the agreement. Ammari adds. 
This will give Jordanian prod¬ 
ucts enough time to enhance 
their quality and meet the 
international standards and 
specifications and provide pro¬ 
tection for national industry, 
mainly in the pharmaceutical 
field. 

This is an important issue 
which was at the core of the 
early dialogue between the 
government and representa¬ 
tives from the private sector at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACf) on the agree¬ 
ment’s implications, opportu¬ 
nities and challenges. 
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factories have'to be 
aware of new challenges and 
should be folly ready to face 
them by abiding to interna¬ 
tional measures and high qual¬ 
ity requirements" says Mr Ali 
Al Dajani, an expert at the 
AC1. 

The. European countries 
have the raw material, the 
high technology and the equip¬ 
ment whereas we don't, he 
argues. So it will be a great 
opportunity to our local indus¬ 
try to benefit from their tech¬ 
nology and offer training as it 
is stipulated in the association 
agreement 

As for the trade ties between 
Jordan and the EU. there was 
always a big gap causing a 
deficit in the balance of pay¬ 
ments. European exports to the 
kingdom are annually esti¬ 


mated afc.SSXl miUion-.while 
Jordanian exports to these 
countries do not exceed $100 
million. “The partnership 
agreement could help fill the 
gap in our commercial 
exchange with the EU." says 
: AI Dajani. 

A two-day seminar was 
held lately by the Jordan Busi- 
n&sraen Association and in 
cooperation wilh the EC Dele¬ 
gation in Amman at the 
Regency Hotel just one day 
after'the signing of the part¬ 
nership agreement to allow the 
Jordanian private sector to 
enhance their knowledge 
about the agreement and its 
implementations, opportuni¬ 
ties and challenges. 

Dr Tayseer Abdul Jaber, an 
economic expert says 


“undoubtedly our local indus¬ 
try will face a tough competi¬ 
tion from its European coun¬ 
terparts as the latter will be 
allowed cusloms-free access 
lo emr market and wifh&it 
*- restrictions.”' He* stresses tifet 
the'domestic industry ' should 
go through restructuring pro¬ 
grams in order to be strong 
enough to compete in a free 
market economy. Yet Dr 
Abdul Jaber adds that some 
factories may be destined to 
close down if they do not 
improve and develop as quick 
as they can. 

However, this agreement 
will have its impact oh the 
government customs revenues.- 
Any expected reduction in 
customs duties and other fees 
imposed nn imports will lead 
to a decrease in the customs 
revenues, which form. abour 
16 percent of the domestic 
revenues in the kingdom's 
general budget. Dr Abdul 
Jaber says. ■ 




CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


Organize three weekly flights to Amman instead of two 

In addition to three weekly flights from Amman 
to Larnaca and vice-a-versa (formerly two) a new 
program has been introduced for your comfort. 
The new schedule can also enable passengers ,in 
one day and within few hours, to arrive at: 
Amsterdam, Athens, Frankfort, London, Man¬ 
chester, Moscow, Zurich, Brussels, Geneva, Sal- 
onik, Berlin, Drizon, Vienna, Bahrain, Damascus, 
Beirut and Dubai. 

This is in added to ordinary trips to fly to 10 cit¬ 
ies all over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6:30 a.m M arrival at 
Larnaca at 8:15 a.m. every Saturday, Friday, and 
Wednesday. 

Departure from Larnaca to Amman at 10:15 
p.m. arrival at Amman at 11:30 p.nu, every Tues¬ 
day, Thursday and Friday. 


Fly 

directly 

From 

Amman 
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the World 
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For more details; Please contact your Travel Agent or Cyprus 
Airways Shmebani Near Commodore Hotel TeL 700115- 
700264 Teftx. 700115, or our general Sales Agent-Petra 
Travel & Tourism Co. Tel. 700760 - 700754 Fax. . 701749 
Mid-Housing Baric Comptex, TeL Q2r251627 /8 Fax. 0M51616 

Cyprus Airways 

Top Service, first class luxury, 
businessmen class (Apollo) world-wide 
experience for 50 years. 
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Tension grows over access 
to presidential sites 
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Continued from page 1 

ity Council permanent members. 
UN inspectors re-entered Iraq oo 
Friday, but have yet to force the 
issue of access to the dozens of 
sites Baghdad considers sensi¬ 
tive, including numerous presi¬ 
dential palaces and areas con¬ 
trolled by intelligence services or 
President Saddam Hussein's 
Republican Guard. 

Richard Bulter. the Australian 
diplomat who leads the UN 
inspection effort, is due in Iraq 
next week for talks. But US offi¬ 
cials declined to speculate on 
how soon a new confrontation '> 
might arise: 

Mobamed Said Al Sahaf, 
Iraq's Foreign Minister, warned 
that if the UN inspectors try to 
force their way into any of the 
presedemial sites, they will be 
thrown out of Iraq. 

“We’re being very cautious 
about bow we work it,” said a 
Stater Department official refer¬ 


ring to the issue of sensitive 
sites. “Part of the problem is that 
the consensus (among UN 
Security Council members) has 
broken down.” 

If Iraq again blocks access to 
some sites, Cohen said the 
United States would press the 
Security Council for punitive 
measures. ‘It might be a tighten¬ 
ing-up even of further sanc¬ 
tions,” be said. “It might be 
sending the message to Saddam 
Hussein, There’ll be no relief at 
any time in the future." 

He called military action a 
“lost option," but warned: “If it 
is necessary to resort to force, I 
think you can be reasonably 
assured it will not be a pinprick." 
Cohen spoke as he released an 
annual Pentagon report orv the 
worldwide threat of nuclear, bio¬ 
logical and chemical arms. 
Defense officials said the 
report's publication date had 
been set weeks ago. But they did 
not hesitate to take advantage of 


the coincidence of its release and 
the Iraqi conflict, which the 
administration has said is basi¬ 
cally about keeping weapons of 
mass destruction out of Sad¬ 
dam’s hands. 

“It's a problem he has man¬ 
aged to highlight, but it’s much 
bigger than Saddam Hussein," 
Cohen said. The report warns 
that “more than 25 countries" 
either have or are trying to 
develop such weapons. 

The report cites the Middle 
East and Africa as having “the 
highest concentration of emerg¬ 
ing” nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons and missile 
programs of any region m the 
world, singling out Iran. Iraq, 
Libya and Syria as trouble spots, 
but foiling to mention Israel, 
which Cohen said does not 
threaten LIS national interests. ■ 

LA TmuS'Washmgton Post 
Newsservice 


The Brotherhood tries to deal with 
fall-out of its boycott decision 


Continued from page 1 

we brought back foe tribe 
mentality-and we made it 
again a . reference, to the 
people." 

In one of his strongest 
attacks on foe Brotherhood 
leadership, Umoush told The 
Star that “There are people in 
foe leadership whose aim is tfi 
destroy foe moveihenL.^ome 
in the leadership have a con¬ 
spiratorial mentality.’' 

Thuneibac refused to 
respond to Umoushs' accusa¬ 
tions, but be - said that 
“Umoush is still a brother to 
us, since die internal .court 
decision to dismiss him is not 
final and needs the ratification 
of foe higher-body of foe 
movement." However. Thu- 
neibat said Umoush was hasty 
in his judgment and he is held 
responsible for that. 

Thuneibac rejected specula¬ 
tions that there is a conflict 
between two. trends in foe 
movement—foe moderates 

and the hardliners. He said the 
movement had surveyed its 
members regarding the boy¬ 
cott decision. ..“We. frilly 
adhered to the Shura norms 
and the results proved that the 
majority of the movement sup¬ 
ported foe boycott of. the elec¬ 
tions." He added that “those 
who violated foe majority, in 
reality, ousted themselves but 
have not been, ousted by the 
movement” - 
-Press' reports talk about a 
new Islamic party being 
formed by some breakaway 


figures. Dr Abdallah Al Akai- 
ieh who violated 'foe move¬ 
ment's decision by running 
tod wining a seat in foe Lower 
House, is said to be leading- 
efforts to establish foe new 
party. “It is still early for such 
an idea,” Akaileh told The 
Star. He believed that differ¬ 
ences between, him and -foe 
movement are over policies. 
He called for an independent 
political decision of foe iAF in 
order to end differences with 
toe movement - 

Commenting on the idea of 
a new Islamic patty. Thtmei- 
bat said Islam is not restricted 
to one groap. “We do not 
oppose sudr an idea.” But the 
Overseer added that, it is not 
in the interest of Islam and the 
country to scatter Islamic 
groups among different trends 
which later might create dif¬ 
ferences among them since the 
'idea is. not complementary 
work but competition. 

On the other side of foe 
equation is Ziad Abu Ghtoei- - 
meh, an Islamist figure who 
was the spokesman of foe 
movement before he was dis¬ 
missed from the Brotherhood 
for his accusations against foe 
leadership of the movement. 
Abu Ghaneiraeh, who still 
considers himself as a member 
of foe Muslim Brotherhood, 
said there is no crisis between 
. the Brotherhood and foe politi¬ 
cal order. If there is a crisis, it 
is in foe ratod of those who. do 
hot -want good relations 
: between the movement and 
the regime. 


He added that foe Muslim 
Brotherhood is the one which 
had decided to boycott the 
election-while the government 
was calling for their uncondi¬ 
tional participation. 

He added that “I am sure 
that the Brotherhood will not 
be foe party responsible for 
spoiling relations with foe 
political order". He said the 
Americans and Jews do hot 
want to see an active Islamic 
movement in Jordan. He said 
foe political order in foe conn- 
fry is clever enough to protect 
Jordan from a cycle , of vio¬ 
lence by rejecting repression 
on the Islamic movement. ■ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 
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His Majesty King Hussein opens the Wadi Al Haddadeh 
ilinnet, ui downtown Amman, Tuesday. He is accompa - 
med by HM Queen .Moor, Prime Minister Abdel Salam 
Majali, Amman Mayor, Mamdouh Al Abbadi. and other 
top officials. 


New Upper House 

■ The a imposition of the new Upper House of Parliament 
is quite interesting. The current Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam AI Majali is made into Senator. He is also joined bv 
three other Prime Ministers like Zcid AI Rclai { who heads 
the house). Mudur Badran. and Abdel Karim AI Kabariti. a 
surprise memher. who will be remembered for the bread 
increases. Six new' members are also ministers in the gov- - 
eminent. They are Abdallah Nsour. Rinia Khalaf. Tawfiq 
Kreishan. N.tthir Rashid. Jaw-ad AI Anani and Saad AI Din 
Juma . Five senators held the Ministry of Interior's portfo¬ 
lio- These include Mudar Budran. Mohammad Rasoul AI 
Kilani. Rajai AI Dajani. Jawdnt AI Sboui. and Nathir 
Rashid. These also headeJ the Public Intelligence DepL. at 
one time or another. 

Quite a few members who were appointed also worked 
as former ministers. These include Thouqan AI Hindawi. 
A kef AI Faycz. Sami Joudch. Marwan AI Hmoud. Taher 
Kanan. AJceh Hatusch. Taher Hikmat. Kamel AI Ajlouni. 
Mohammad Afash AI Adwan. Fawaz-Abu AI Ghairum. and 
Nader Abu AI Sha’r, and Kamal AI Shaer. Eight senators 
of the new Upper House have doctorates. 

There are three women members in the Senate. Leila 
Sharyl'is joined hy Rima Khalaf and Subiha AI Muani who 
lakes over from Naela AI Rashdan. Other people who are 
not rc-appointed arc Ahmed AI Tarawneh. Abdallah Sulah. 
Amer Khamasli. Jamal Nasser. Maen Abu Nowar. Kamel 
Ahu Juber. Kainel AI Sharif. Saeed AI Tal. Nasser AI Din 
AI Asad. Yanal Hikmat. Qaseem Obeidat. Ahmed AI Aqai- 
Ich. Mohammad Odeh AI Qar’aan. Dawood Hanniyah. 
Abdel Majced Shotnan. Gheilh Shbeilau Sami Mithqal AI 
Faycz and Mash hour Abu Tuyeh. 


A business resignation 

■ Heavyweight businessman Mohammad Asfour has re¬ 
signed his seat from the Executive Council of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC). He said that he wasn’t 
satisfied with the work of the 
council having realized of late 
that the 1 9Wjc#uiji=rn-r tgrjhe ^ 
chamber were forged. After 
an argument in a council 
meeting, he decided to submit 
his resignation "in the interest 
of ihe private sector and pub¬ 
lic corporations." In a press 
conference. Mr Asfour said 
his resignation is final, and he 
would not fight the coming 
elections to the ACC if the sit¬ 
uation in the chamber remains 
and the by-laws of the cham¬ 
ber are not changed to give 


Asfour 


more equal representation to all commercial sectors and 
companies. A short statement later released by the ACC 
completely rejects Mr Asfour s allegations. 


JEA: the "greens” and “whites 

■ The hear is on. The seven sections of the Jordanian Engi¬ 
neering Association (JEA) are fighting the coming elec¬ 
tions of the association, which is to take place on 3rd and 
5th November, under a united list. For the First lime in the 
history of the JEA. the “green l' 51 " led by the nationalists 
and leftists and the “white list”Jed by the Islamists have 
decided to come together and field 49 candidates for the 
elections. But all is not going loo well. Already, there are 
murmuring* of dissent among members of the “green list, 
who now”say. that they still want to fight under their 
"creen" label. In addition to that, there is an “independent 
blue" gearing up for the next fight. The independents might 
have a chance profiting From the differences between fig¬ 
ures from the “green list". 


Libyan ambassador in hospital 

■ The Libyan ambassador to Jordan is in hospital having 
been attacked in his office at the Libyan Embassy in 
Amman. The assailant, a Libyan citizen, hit the ambassa¬ 
dor with a stapler on the head. Embassy guards were then 
alerted and rushed the ambassador to one of the hospitals in 
Amman. Investigations are still continuing. 


Back to normal 

■ Everythin^ appears to be back to normal in one of the 
schools in South Shuna in the Jordan Valley. Earlier on. 
Minister of" Education Munfhir AI Masn had dosed the 
Somh Shuna Vocational Secondary School in the light of 
•macks made on it by a number of people from the area. 
Tlu; school was reopened last Tuesday, and the attackers 
promised that they would repair the damage on their 

expense. .___ 
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Photo-journalism comes under 


the spotlight in Amman 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special lo The Star 


PHOTO-JOURNALISTS 
from Lebanon. Palestine. 
Syria. Bahrain. Egypt. Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan gathered 
lust week in a tbrec-day work¬ 
shop lo discuss the theme of 
“photography in journalism". 

The workshop was orga¬ 
nized by Jcmstone program of 
the European Community 
Med Media and the regional 
Audio-visual Commission of 
the French Foreign Ministry 
and Agcnce France Press 
(AFP). 

“We realized that (here is 
no interaction among Arah 
photo journalists, so by this 
workshop we want to give our 
photographers (he chance lo 
express themselves, said Mr 
Patrick Baz regional phoio- 
manaecr in the Middle East 
for the AFP. 

Mr Baz. who was a journal¬ 
ist till the 1982 Israeli inva¬ 
sion of Lebanon then became 
a photographer explained. “In 
war- it's impossible to get u 
story but you c.ji take good 
photographs that arc much 
more expressive than the best 
of stories." 

Mr Baz won the Picture of 
the Year Award in 1993 
which was organized in Gaza. 
In the photo, u little school 
girl wearing a red dress with 
her satchel on her back run¬ 
ning and covering her ears 
with her hands at the same 
time. In the background an 
Israeli soldier can he seen. 

“These are a group of pro¬ 
fessionals who didn't have the 
good opportunity they 
deserve, although they made 
big contribution in their news¬ 
paper" said Mr Tudor Lomas, 
the project director in Jem- 
stone. “By holding such meet¬ 
ings. we give photographers 
more understanding and confi¬ 
dence and show their newspa¬ 
pers how much respect we 
have for such professionals." 

“In this meeting we discuss 
photo-journalism from the 
professional and technical 
sides" said Mr Khaled Shor- 
man. regional coordinator in 
Med Media. 

"The first-day in the work¬ 
shop was practical training in 
photography. Participants, 
.weptiruo groups, and concen¬ 
trated iheir lens on two major 
themes." he said. ‘The first 
was the 50th anniversary of 
the division of Palestine' so 
there was a visit to the Pales¬ 
tinian camps, while the sec¬ 
ond theme focused on Iraqis 
in Amman." Mr Shorman 
added. 

The second day of the 
venue was devoted to the 
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Baz ( Lebanon) shows the impresive effect of photographs 
on the front page 


evaluation of the first day of 
training and discussed the 
possible errors which the 
photn-joumalists may have. 
In this respect, journalists 
were told about the best tech¬ 
niques lor a good picture. 
Also pan of the day was 
spent on discussing the impor¬ 
tance of photographs in the 
journalism profession. 

The last day focussed on 
the inoral dilemmas which 
photo-journalists face in car¬ 
rying out their duties. 
Because of the nature of their 
work, it often touches on the 
personal lives' of others. The 
photo-journalists discussed 
the best ways of dealing with 
that. 

“This is the first workshop 
which I take part in. I see it as 
a good chance to meet other 
Arab professional photogra¬ 
phers. said Mr Khalit) Abdel 
Lutif. chief of photography in 
Af Ay yum daily newspaper in 
Bahrain. 


ein an Egyptian photo- 
journalist. who works in the 
Middle East News Agency, 
talked about the problems 
they ran into inside the journa¬ 
listic establishment and 
outside. 

"li is very difficult for Arab 
photographers to keep up with 
the new developments in our 
work since the telecommuni¬ 
cation revolution is moving 
rapidly, so we must he aware 
of Ihe latest techniques and 
this is one of the goals nf this 
workshop." 

On the external difficulties 
photo-journalists lace. Mr 
Hussein added. "There is u 
double chase when we are 
covering an event, in Egypt 
for example, first we have the 
nervous policemen, then we 
have the angry public who 
delay our woik. So the pres¬ 
sures on us arc enormous." 

The enthusiasm was clear 
from all participants because 
it s rare to hold such meet- 
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'The most difficult experi- incs. The speaker was an Arab 
ence I had was during my par- ■ expert, and the information 


ticipaiion in the coverage of 
ihe Gulf War. f look photos nf 
tpeople, who were killed but 
my paper would not publish 
for humanitarian reasons." 

Mr Nedal Murad a Syrian 
photo journalist in the Syrian 
News Agency had been in this 
field for 20 years. He stressed 
the importance of exchanging 
ideas and experiences among 
Arab photographers. 

Meanwhile MrTareq Huss- 


Abdel Ladf (Bahrain's Al Ay yam newspaper) takes a snap oj 'two 
thinkers ” in downtown Amman. 


was available in their native 
language. 

"Because I'm a Palestinian 
photo journalist i have direct 
contact with Israeli soldiers 
who treat us as enemies and 
who have no rights..." said Mr 
Jamal AI Aniri from AI Ayvom 
Newspaper in Palestine and 
also works fur the AFP. 

“I took a rare picture of a 
Palestinian woman giving 
birth in the street while she 
was w'niting near an 
Israeli inspection 
point, said Mr A run 
who was injured 
three times and 

arrested four limes. 
The last injury he 
sustained was by an 
Israeli soldier who 
couldn't have been 
more than two 

meters away from 

him. The soldier 
started shooting 
despite the fact that 
Aruri told him that 
he is a photo- 
journalist. 

"I refuse to give 
them my films but if 
they insist. I chal¬ 
lenge them and 

Jamuue it myself." 

"Learning hy 
Joing is the slogan 
in such meetings so 
he participants will 
iroducc and judge 
heir own products 
iy themselves” Mr 
Shorman concluded. 



Mahmood Shavkat <The Star ), takas a shot of children in the Al Hussein Camp 


Fortune tellers: What does 
the future hold for thee? 


Continued from page I 


the most beautiful areas of the 
city. 

Some of these pretenders 
charge JD 5 for each cup of 
coffee. 

The black drink has become 
a profitable way of earning a 
good living? 

"I don’t believe in reading 
the future" said Nadia, a sec¬ 
retary in a government depart¬ 
ment. .‘‘But many of my 
friends and relatives do. some 
of them are obsessed in know¬ 
ing what will happen in the 
coming days," Nadia adds. 

“Because the future is mys¬ 
terious. people find it very 
exciting to know something 
about it," said Dr Sabri Rbie- 
hat, a sociologist in Philadel¬ 
phia University. 

“Some individuals like to 


see others devoting their lime 
lo tel! them about their future, 
in a way it's a personal 
satisfaction." 

About the real news which 
fortune tellers predict. Dr 
Rbiehat explains, "right from 
the sian fortune tellers 101 
the people who come to listen 
to them, this is what wc call 
as Lhe first step to enter into 
Lhe character. Once the first 
step is passed, then the for¬ 
tune tellers know that they goi 
people hooked and can tell 
then anything and they would 
listen. 

"Islam is a religion which 
highly values the sciences and 
refuses to underestimate our 
minds" said Mr Mahmoud 
Taleb from the Ministry of 
Awkaf and Islamic Affairs. 

"Fortune tellers arc very 
clever, they depend on the 


psychoanalysis and emotions 
of others." 

One uf the strangest 
demand of fortune tellers, is 
valuable advice. If you want 
in have u elejr reading of 
your luturc you must only 
drink one cup of coffee or the 
reading will he mixed.” 

"To drink a cup of coffee or 
many will he the same. It can 
never tell you about your 
future, only God knows that.” 

But luitu 11 c telling contin¬ 
ues lo ihrivc. just uhnui every¬ 
body wants to know what the 
future holds in store for them 
regardless of whether they 
really believe in coffee cups 
or in palm readings. 

The law can’t convict what 
is termed as these pretenders 
because people go to them of 
their own free will, pay them 
and don't complain. ■ 



ARAB BANK 


Arab Bank starts operations 
at Safeway - 7th Circle 
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as from Tuesday 25, November, 1997 


Arab Bank 

Safeway - 7th Circle 

P.O.Box: 140025 Bayader Wadi Seer-Amman 11814 
Tel: 822901 - 822902, Fax: 822966 


We expand our network of branches and develop 
our services for your comfort 


Visit our website on the Internet at http://www.arabbank.com 
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US armada in the Gulf: The real objective 

THE UNITED States continues to amass troops and military hardware in ihe Gulf 
states in spite of the diplomatic conclusion to the Iraq-UN standoff thrm-gh Rus¬ 
sian efforts. Two US carriers accompanied by a flotilla of warships are anchored 
within striking range of Iraqi targets, in addition to tens'of fighter planes that are 
ready to move from airfields in Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. Long-range 
B-52 bombers await orders to fly from their Indian Ocean base to launch, their 
deadly Cruise missiles deep into Iraqi territory. 

With about 28,000 US soldiers now in the Gulf, this is the largest concentration 
of foreign troops and military might in that area since the Gulf War. US officials 
brag that new weapons have been sent to the area that are more lethal and accu¬ 
rate than the ones used in 1990-91 war against Iraq.. 

It is ironic that these weapons of mass destruction are being assembled by the 
same power that wants to keep the same region free of these terrible weapons. 
The United States is fueling the arms race in the Gulf today by playing the securi¬ 
ty card over and over again. The question is this: What does the United States 
hope to do with its armada and strategic arsenal now on high alert in the Gulf re¬ 
gion? 

The US objective is not to force Iraq into honoring UN resolutions, but to main¬ 
tain its control and hegemony in the oil-rich Gulf region. Russian efforts, backed 
up by France, China and most Arab states, were not aimed at providing Iraq with 
an escape route—a chance to side-step the Security Council and its resolutions. 
On the contrary. Iraq wanted a guarantee that sanctions will be lifted as it fulfills 
its commitments under resolution 687, which calls on Baghdad to rid itself of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Washington could not stomach the success of Russian diplomatic efforts. It 
could not accept the idea of seeing its absolute control over the Gulf region weak¬ 
ening or being shared with others. Its armada in the Gulf is.capable of destroying 
Iraq ten times. But Washington’s message is not aimed at Iraq alone. Its target are 
the security-conscience Gulf states in addition to the Russians and others who do 
not see eye-to-eye with the US over its Gulf and Middle East policies. 

The idea that might is right is very much in force here. But what adds insult to 
injury is the fact that the US is trying to conceal its self-serving agenda by moral¬ 
izing about its concern for literal implementation of Security Council resolutions 
with the aim of maintaining stability and security in the Gulf area. 

Last week. President Clinton told; Russia’s President Yeltsin that Moscow 
should not let its emotions, towards Jbaq cloud unpo litic al j udgm ent. Th is is_ 
laughable coming ftorrithe'^ly state that lets • 

all attempts to force the Jewish state into submitting to countless UN resolutions 
and international agreements. ■ 



UN inspectors, carrying their equipments , as they leave their headquarters in Baghdad to 
start the process ofrtnspection, Tuesday. 
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Notes from the Levant 


Militant Islam: Forming 
the right response 


By Osama El-Sherif 

EGYPT IS still reeling from the 
shock of the Luxor massacre 
which claimed the lives of 58 
foreign tourists two weeks ago. 
The number of victims and the 
gory details that had emerged 
from the bloody incident lave 
once again focused the world’s 
attention on the issue of Mus¬ 
lims and terrorism. Before the 
Luxor blood both. Algeria had 
occupied front-page headlines 
for many months as hundreds or 
innocent civilians were also 
butchered allegedly at the hands 
or Muslim extremists. 

These and other disturbing 
events have nurtured the emerg¬ 
ing phenomenon of biamopho- 
bia, especially in the WesL Mus¬ 
lim extremists are seen as 
common terrorist responsible 
for the indiscriminate killing of 
innocent civilians in the United 
States. Israel. Algeria and Egypt 
among others. 

Islam, os a religion, has be¬ 
come a victim of western stereo¬ 
typing und misconception. The 
emphasis has shifted from un¬ 
derlining the causes leading to 
terrorism in the name of Islam 
• to a religion that is militant by 
definition. This is a great injus¬ 
tice to Islam and to Muslims all 
over the world. 

Islamophobia is not some¬ 
thing that Arabs in particular 
and Muslims in general can af¬ 
ford to ignore. The negative per¬ 
ception, of Muslims and their re¬ 
ligion is affecting public 
opinion in the United States and 
Europe and ultimately it will 
have an impact on government 
policies and actions. These poli¬ 
cies will affect all Muslims re¬ 
gardless of their political lean¬ 
ings and values. 

Very few Arab Intellectuals 
and leaders ore capable of ad¬ 
dressing western public opinion 
and making a case for Islam. 
Among them is Crown Prince 
Hassan of Jordan, who relent¬ 
lessly warns of the dangerous 
outcome of a rise in islamopho- 
hia and anti-Muslim sentiments 
in the West, where Muslims are 
becoming a sizable minority in 
Britain. France and Germany. 
The same could be said of the 
United Stales and Urinaria where 
Islam "'ftas’^ecome the fastest 
growing religion in North 
America. . 

But intellectual discourse be¬ 
tween Muslim and Christian 
thinkers, such as the series of re- 



Scenes like these continue to filter in the western mass media, giving Islam a bad image. 


ligious dialogues that regularly 
take place, is not enough. One 
hlcxxly incident, like the Luxor 
massacre, can offset the effect 
of years of debates and ex¬ 
change of ideas between think¬ 
ers. 

The grave misunderstanding 
of Islam and Muslims cannot be 
adjusted until we too can come 
to an understanding of the root 
causes behind Muslim extrem¬ 
ism. 

Attempts to find answers 
have been scarce und timid. For 
years. Algeria has been swept 
by a wave of terror that was 
blamed on Muslim fundamen¬ 
talists. And for years, the cycle 
of violence has been widening 
until it reached outrageous pro¬ 
portions. Many questions have 
been raised over the past months 
over the identity of those who 
arc behind the bloody massacres 
in Algeria’s townships. The Al¬ 
gerian government has resisted 
attempts to create independent 
fact-linding missions while the 
Islamists have pointed the finger 
at the government and foreign 
r dements that stand to gain from 
b the country’s current instability. 

. .. Eve*n in: Ifepr.ftil f l Wmtii 
ers, cliuim that the terrorists may 
have [been manipulated hy for¬ 
eign powers. But the conspiracy 
theorists, in spite of raising a 
number of valid questions, also 


admit that basically the confron¬ 
tation is between the secular 
government and religious 
groups seeking to impose a 
Muslim state. 

Political Islam forced itself 
on the Middle Eastern scene 
with the trium ph of the Iranian 
revolution in 1979. But Muslim 
reformists, also seeking to es¬ 
tablish an Islamic state, have 
been active for decades. The 
Muslim Brotherhood movement 
in Egypt had sought to rebuild 
society along Islamic teachings 
and rules as far bode as the. 
1940s. Their short-lived alli¬ 
ance with the Free Officers on. 
the cvc of the I9S3 revolution 
ended violently few months lat¬ 
er. 

Confrontations between the. 
state and the Islamists have tak¬ 
en place in many Arab countries 
including Syria. Iraq. Saudi 
Arabia, Tunis, Morocco and Su¬ 
dan. 

But militant Islam is a rela¬ 
tive newcomer and it appears 
only when political Islam has 
been pushed and stamped out. 
This is one way to look at what 
is happening now in. Algeria 
Wfcgypt 

There is no doubt that the ex¬ 
tremists remain a minority. 
Muslims everywhere are horri¬ 
fied and shocked when they see 
the bloody images of victims in 


Algeria or when terrorists strike 
at unsuspecting tourists in 
Egypt Still, small extremist 
groups keep appearing every¬ 
day and the campaign to liqui¬ 
date them does not appear to be 

working. 

While we should explain to 
the world that these fundamen¬ 
talist groups do not represent 
mainstream Islam, we should 
also admit that this dangerous 
phenomenon is not a temporary 
one. Unless we address it com¬ 
prehensively. militant Islam 
will eventually force its agenda 
cm the region. 

One way of dealing with it 
would be to look into its causes 
and study the reasons that create 
such a fertile ground for mili¬ 
tant, religiously driven rebels 
whose perception of the world 
around them is blinded by their 
zeal and hatred of the status 
qua 

One cannot do so without 
looking inti) the political, social 
and . economic realities that 
jft{iapag£j£gion today. Sadly, 
■’enough; fundamentalism will 
continue to attract followers so 
long as political and economic 
imbalances continue to exist in 
this part of the world. ■ 
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Road safety 


To The Editor, 

As a foreigner in Jordan. 1 would like to 
take the liberty to address some concerns 
that I hope will be of benefit to the people 
of Jordan. 

1 recall some years ago that the Jordani¬ 
an authorities introduced by law the use of 
seat belts in vehicles. For some lime, it 
was quite popular by the traffic police to 
fine drivers that did not wear seal belts and 
one observed, quite a few. complied with 
ihe regulation. This was a very positive de¬ 
velopment. 

Today, the situation is sadly changing 
with very few wearing seat belts. The traf¬ 
fic police appear not to be concerned about 
it. Parking and speeding fines are however, 
promptly presented without delay. 

As most readers may know, a major car 
accident happened some months ago in 
Paris and out of four people in the car. 
only one used a seat bell and was also the 
only survivor. 

As most are aware, air bags are now 
available for most resent new vehicles. 
This is for the safety of the driver and pas¬ 
sengers. 

Many others and l have observed a large 
number of vehicles on 
the roads in Jordan with 
children in the front seats ■ 
sitting on the lap of Lurie'S 

adults or sitting/standing E a j 
without any protection or i— 

safety. ; ^ ^ 

In case of an accident, | 
the child would be the air * 

bag for the adult and 
would protect the adult. I 
do not wish to think what \ 
will happen with the r-'.'fV 

child in case of an acci- 
denL If the car were fit- . 
ted with an air bag for i 
the Pnom passenger, it $£$#£1 

would most likely do -■*0 hS§|L« 

more harm than good to 
the child. i 

Please introduce and 
i mplemenc/enforce a law 
that prohibits children WT 1 ?***. 

below the age of 12 'J, 

years to sit in the front :*•*_ 

seat of a car including on ‘,'y' 
the lap of a person. 

Please enforce the •V. 1 .': 

present law that drivers - ,’ *. •' 'v 

and passengers are using ■ 

seatbelts.- • J-J 

What is lacking and is • " 

urgently required now is R7|[ C **2S f 

a Government campaign ... 

to inform-citizens about _ 

traffic safety in general 

and in particular about thatwaacont 

the need to wear seat 


belts -and not permitting children to sit in 
(he front seat on the lap of adults. I hope 
the Ministry concerned agree and will do 
.something. The sooner, the better and saf¬ 
er. 

A daily campaign on TV, daily adver¬ 
tisements in newspapers and an informa¬ 
tion circular to be given to all that register 
Lhcir vehicle and receive drivers license 
would save lives and make Jordanian roads 
safer to all. To provide such information 
and to ensure compliance by all should 
also he a priority for the traffic police. - 

Leiv R, Herheim 
Bayader Wadi Seer 
PO Box 140157 
Amman 11814 

The 100 heroines 
project 

To The Editor. 

I visited The Star. Jordan’s Political. Ec¬ 
onomic. and Cultural Weekly Online” web 
page (a link from wom- 
cn3rdworld.miningco.com). and found it 
very interesting. I am working on a volun¬ 
teer project (based in Rochester.' NY. 


Lurie's NewsCartoon 


USA) that is an outgrowth of the 1995 UN 
. Conference on Women, held in Beijing, 
China in 1995; The project’s conclusion 
will also coincide with the 150th anniver¬ 
sary of the first women’s convention in the 
US—the beginnings of the women’s rights 
movement here. The objective of the pro¬ 
ject is to honor 100 living women from 
100 different countries around the world 
for their work to achieve equality and free¬ 
dom for women. 

1 am looking for avenues to reach wom¬ 
en in countries around the world to solicit 
nominations for heroines, and was wonder¬ 
ing if you would consider helping to 
spread the word. For example, would you 
highlight this effort, on your web page, and 
provide a link to our web site? Would you 
forward this information to your friends 
and colleagues? Would you nominate a 
heroine?. - 

You can find more'information about 
this project on our web page (http:// 
www.rit.edu/~shcgsl/), including informa¬ 
tion about who we are and how the project 
got started. And/or you may contact me 
for more information. 

Regards, 
MJ Hannan 

100 Heroines Nomination Committee 


X/3f Nw 11.37' 












(Maws hem: The UNted Slates bought21 MiG-29 attadc.ptanes tern MOjdava. a former Soviet Unton state, 
that was contemplating selling them to Iran 14 of the ptanesrare capable of carrying nudearwartwads.) 


Middle 
East Beat 

\."K by 

Khairi Janbek 

The USA 
and US 

ONE CAN say that the ti¬ 
tle of this article implies 
that there is on American 
foreign policy, for us. and 
the term implies that wc 
are defined by one catego¬ 
ry of definition or another. 
However, facts seem to in¬ 
dicate that the USA is cur¬ 
rently in a process of soul 
searching regarding its out¬ 
look towards the world, 
and their view of “Us”. 

American foreign poli¬ 
cy, internationally, has 
been fluctuating between 
the concepts of “keep them 
guessing," and "active par¬ 
ticipation,” and depending 
on the area of interest with¬ 
in the global responsibili¬ 
ties of the US, as the only 
major power in the world. 
Its sources of economic 
and military strength ure 
still unrivalled, und its 
room for maneuvering has 
still wide dimensions. 

Obviously, its tasks arc 
not easy, due to the variety 
of divergent problems 
around the world, und the 
priority of dealing with 
them according to the most 
urgent and closest to home 
interest. Within this many 
voices have been raised, 
hoping for the USA to fol¬ 
low a policy of disengage¬ 
ment. und isolationism 
from world affairs. But in¬ 
dications suggest that 
America will continue to 
play a dominant role in 
world affairs. 

In iLs soul-searching pro¬ 
cess. US foreign policy 
formulotors have come 
into a stumbling block: 
globalism ami particular¬ 
ism. This dialectic has al¬ 
ways baffled ail parties 
working on international 
formulaes; it had even baf¬ 
fled the ex-Soviet dictum 
of international revolution. t 
prompting diem to admit at) 
the time, that there is no 
blueprint for revolution, in 
as much as there is no 
blueprint for democracy 
now. All what the USA 
can do, is (o understand the 
common values and aims, 
that permeate systems of 
government around the 
world, and formulate ac¬ 
cordingly their own ap¬ 
proach of realism and 
idealism. This is the dilem¬ 
ma of American foreign 
policy formulotors, whom 
have not yet considered the 
human dimension in inter¬ 
national relations. 

As for the term "us.” 
and the American outlook 
towards it. there seems to 
be an implicit definition of 
our world, and it tends to. 
be formulated in terms olVj 
an arch that stretches from 
North Africa to the Cau¬ 
cuses. Central Asia, Bal¬ 
kans. and passing through 
the Middle East. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this arch has been 
termed as the arch of trou¬ 
ble or potential trouble. 
Arid what the US faces is a 
cauldron of ethnic, region- 
alist, and even religious 
strife or potential strife, of 
which an important part is 
the Arab-Israeli conflicL 
It is important to note 
that the active participation 
of the US in the peace pro¬ 
cess is only a small part of 
its efforts and worries in 
the arch of trouble. Per¬ 
haps, we can consider our¬ 
selves lucky that the Arner-. 
ican ; administration is£ 
following an active policy 
when concerning us, rather 
than keep us guessing, and 
American bi-partisan sup¬ 
port for Israel plays a ma¬ 
jor part in following this 
approach. 

In the scheme of events, 
we seem to occupy a very 
small space, and one won¬ 
ders whether we should be 
grateful for that for the 
time being. Under this re¬ 
gional categorization, the 
USA is lacing certain na¬ 
tions that seem to believe 
in Zero-sum gains, rather 
titan negotiations and 
peaceable solutions, ethnieg 
victory rather than coexist 
tence, and on top of it con¬ 
trol of vast natural resourc¬ 
es. 

The USA is aware that 
conflicts within this re¬ 
gional arch, can make the 
preceding one look like a 
small brawl, therefore, the 
Arab-Israeli peace process 
is important in terms of a 
conflict resolution para¬ 
digm, but represents a very 
small portion of the USA 
concerns in our world. 

It is always important, to 
keep reminding the Ameri¬ 
can foreign policy formula- 
tors of the human costs re- 
to the consequences 
or their decisions, and the 
values which are shared by 
many of us, with what they 
hold in their idealism ■ » 
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Business 
scene 


■ The cabinet approved 
the Nate's I99H budget 

j which is estimated ~at 

! JD 1.987 million. it 
shows a rise of JD 140 
million compared with 
last year's. The deficit in 
the budget is anticipated 
at JD 37 million against 
JD 56 million in the 
present year. This deficit 
will he covered hy grants 
and loans. Growth ratio 
in next year's budget is 
estimated at 6 percent. 

■ The Europeun- 

Jcmiuman partnership 
agreement was signed 
last Monday in Brussels 
in the presence of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Minister 
ol Planning Dr Rima 
Khnlaf signed the agree¬ 
ment. The agreement 
was initially signed Iasi 
April in Malta. The pact 
will he effective alter it 
is endorsed hy the EU 
parliament to replace the 
former trade agreement 
concluded he tween 

Europe and Jordan in 
1**77. The signing of the 
agreement will " enable 
Jordan in hccumc a 
member of the World 
Trade Organization 
i WTO), ll includes a 
package of protocols 
covering political, secur¬ 
ity. financial, social and 
hiinianiiarian aspects. 
According ui the agree¬ 
ment. Jordanian products 
will he given free access 
to European markets, 
create new job opportu¬ 
nities. simplify exchange 
of manpower . technol¬ 
ogy and expertise trans¬ 
fer. The trade balance 
heivvjeen Jordan and the 
El : is in lavor of the lat¬ 
ter. Jordanian imports 
from the EU stand at 
$S(X> million per year 
while its exports to these 
markets dn not exceed 
5* *100 million. 


■ Jordanian-Japanese 
negotiations held last 
week concentrated on 
ways of enhancing eco¬ 
nomic and technical cor¬ 
poral iun It mainly 
focussed on the Japanese 
aiJ program •«* support 
development pljns in the 
health, water, environ¬ 
ment and education sec¬ 
tors. The Japanese aid 
program stresses on 
improving the industrial 
sector and boosting tour¬ 
ism and trade. Besides, it 
seeks lo provide assis¬ 
tance lor ihe Kingdom in 
preparing economic 
strategics lo cnmhai pol¬ 
lution and train cadres in 
this Held. In 1995. the 
si/e of Japanese aid and 
grants given to Jordan 
reached 5.3 billion Japa¬ 
nese yen. while in 199b 
they rose to 5 billion 
yens. This year, aid is 
expected to reach 3 bil¬ 
lion yens. 


Foreign 

Exchange 

Wednesday. 26 November 


Buy JO | Sell JD 


0.7080 | 0.7100 


1.1510 f 1.1568 


0.4124 | 0.4145 


0.4KOI I 0.4825 



0.1227 I 0.1233 


0-51.24 I 0.5652 


.3667 I 0.3685 


O.0410 I 04)421 


Banking experts say states must 
be ready for global challenges 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff writer 

THE CONCEPT of globaliza¬ 
tion has become the name of 
the game, even banks could not 
escape from implementing 
such a strategy. 

However, some consider it 
as a pressing need that would 
lead to improving quality and 
boost productivity, there are 
many others who argue that it 
brings many challenges to all 
sectors in the developing 
countries. 

But the trend has blessings 
os well as curses. In respect to 
financial institutions, hankers 
wonder if giant banks will 
swallow smaller ones and 
may even threaten monetary 
stability in some countries. 

In a conference held lately 
in Amman by the Arab Acad¬ 
emy for Banking and Financial 
Studies, participants stressed 
that amidst new challenges 
Arab banks should form inter- 
banking blocs by mergers or 
establish new big entities. Arab 
countries do have the potential 
lor creating such bodies 
because they already have 
financial surpluses and quali¬ 
fied cadres. 

Speaking on mergers among 
banks. Mr Jeffrey A. Bennett, 
managing director of Merrill 
Lynch International, a banking 
and investment institute in the 
UK says that “over the last 20 
years banks have been consoli¬ 
dated..^ great deal of consoli¬ 
dation is in Europe and Japan". 

He tells The Star that Jordan 
is now prepared for globaliza¬ 
tion” and “has successfully 
implemented and conceived its 
economic reform program. It 
also managed to build confi¬ 
dence of the public in privatiz¬ 
ing its corporations.” 

Also he suggests that Jorda¬ 


nians have 
adapted to the 
requirements of 
such policy W|||f^l| 

“We have to 
cope with ail 
recent develop- * 

mems and not 
separate our- l§|l|nlf* 
selves from the 
world, but first of |aH5c ’Ip 
all our banking 
system has to be 

consolidated," 
says Mr Adnan 
A! Sallakh. gen- -egl 
end manager of SwflHS 
the Export and 
Finance Bank. 

He tells The Star 
that this can be 
achieved by con¬ 
cluding mergers 
among small 
bonks to create 
stronger banks 
qualified for 
international 
competition.*' 

But Mr Al Sal¬ 
lakh stresses that 
the right way to 
achieve this goa. Mr NabuL 
is to build a 
“clean” manage¬ 
ment that puts the right man in 
the right place. “We must fight 
against conuplion and clean 
our establishments to guarantee 
success” he says reiterating 
“that globalization imposes 
challenges and may carry many 
risks within that we should be 
fully prepared for.” 

Among 15 operating banks 
in Jordan there are three that 
dominate about 65 percent of 
the whole banking sector in the 
kingdom. However, there ore 
many smaller banks which con¬ 
trol 35 percent of the market. 
This fact implies that mergers 
have to be made among these 
banks to create a sound bank- 
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Mr Nabulsi (left). Dr Majali (center), and Dr Hudeib (right) 


ing system that is ready for 
globalization. 

The Central Bank of Jordan 
has lately introduced a prudent 
policy by asking these banks to 
raise their capital to at least JD 
20 million before the end of 
this year. Such a step is being 
encouraged by the government 
to force small banks lo merge 
in order lo boost their financial 
solvency and performance. 

Sharing this view also is Ms 
Evgeniya Marlinailute. the 
executive director of Lithua¬ 
nian Banking. Insurance and 
Banking Institute. She says 
that since Lithuania got its 
independence from the Soviet 


Union in 1991 “We started pri¬ 
vatizing ail institutions and 
now the private sector is domi¬ 
nant in the economy." She 
elaborates that privatization 
comes as a vital process to 
achieve globalization and enter 
the free market economy. But 
as Al Sallakh says, she points 
out that corruption and bureau¬ 
cracy should be eliminated to 
guarantee success and be able 
to enter into global blocs. 

Referring to her country* 
experience in privatization, she 
suggests that after visiting Jor¬ 
dan she realized that the two 
countries have gone through 
similar problems to enhance 


the role of the private sector 
and boost the quality and stan¬ 
dard of its efficiency and 
productivity. 

Head of the Arab Banking 
Federation Mr Mahmoud 
Abdul Aziz says that by the 
next millennium the world will 
be convened to “a small village 
that has no barriers, no nation¬ 
ality and no customs”. Yet it is 
imperative to do our best to 
maximize the benefits and min¬ 
imize the risks of globalization. 
He adds that this can be 
achieved by a professional 
management and a qualified 
manpower to lead ihe process. 



Unemployment figures: Which is right! 

THE LEVEL of unemployment continues to raise Mo¬ 
tions due to the contradiction between estimates provided 
by government officials and the recent study made by the 
Center for Strategic Studies (CSS) ol the University r*t 
Jordan. 

The CSS suggests that the level of unemployment in 
1996 reached as high as 27.5 percent. However, it pointed 
out that the figure could decline to 22.09 percent il amend¬ 
ments arc made to the definition of unemployment. 

Despite this, the figures remain much higher than those 
provided by the General Statistics Dept., which estimates 
unemployment at only 16 percent. 

The ratio of the jobless tpeoplc of working ago. between 
15-64 years old. and who arc looking lor u job and ready to 
join one if available) to the total population is seven per¬ 
cent. the CSS study suggests. But. this ratio increases to 12 
percent if compared to the working age group. 

But, if students and old people arc excluded, then the 
ralio of the jobless to Lhose who arc ol" working age 
increases to 16 percent. Also, if compared to those ol 
working age but are active it increases to 27.5 percent. 

The sample in the study included_6tHH) families, and 93 
researchers have interviewed 13,795 citizens all over the 
Kingdom, which is the biggest ever compared with other 
former studies. 

For the first time, the study introduced new factors that 
were not taken into account before. 

New questions were put forward by researchers. Partici¬ 
pants were asked how do they search for a job. how would 
they improve their skills, and once they find a job. how 
would they maintain it. 

In addition, the sludy examined the nature of training 
and rehabilitation opportunities (training courses and pro¬ 
fessional training programs). Researchers also asked 
respondents whether they would he interested in such 
things as setting up small businesses or establishing small 
projects. 

In respect to the distribution of unemployment in the 
Kingdom, the study slates that the highest ratio is in 
Ma’adaba at 36.36 percent, while the lowest is in Ma'an at 
20.22 percent. In Ammon it is 25.06 pcrccni. in Zcrqa 
30.14 percent. Mafraq 31.6 percent. Ajloun 32.92 percent, 
in Tafieleh 34.28 percent, Aqaba 23.03 percent and Bulqu 
27.31 percent. 

Also, the study revealed that workers in the private sec¬ 
tor are not satisfied with their status compared with others 
working in the public sector. 

People vary in their search for a job. according to the 
study males depend on personal visits or acquaintances in 
finding a job while females are muslly dependent on oppor¬ 
tunities offered by the Civil Service Commission. ■ 


Financial institutions Aid for scientific research is a must 


race for wheels of 
change 


AMMAN (Star)—Banking 
and financial institutions are 
seen as the basic economic 
pillars of any country as they 
play a great role in securing 
finance for various produc¬ 
tive sectors of the economy. 
Banks are becoming even 
more important especially in 
the light of the race towards 
globalization which is seen 
by many as an inevitable 
strategy. Ignoring it. is inter¬ 
preted by supporters as 
foolhardy. 

it is with this in mind that 
the Amman-based Arab 
Academy for Banking and 
Financial Sciences ( an Arab 
League institution) held its 
seventh annual conference 
titled “Globalization of Banks 
and Financial Institutions in 
Amman. ut the 

InterContinental Hotel this 
week. 

The venue which was 
attended by senior and finan¬ 
cial experts, governors of 
Central Banks and top bank¬ 
ers from various countries 
around the world, was opened 
under the auspices of Prime 
Minister Dr Abdul Salum Al 
Majali. 

Welcoming the audience. 
Dr Al Majali said that Jordan 
was among the pioneers in 
following economic reform 
programs whose objective is 
to achieve more openness in a 
gradual and well-studied 
manner to achieve positive 
results. 

He described the confer¬ 
ence as a way to establish 
true interaction between Arab 
and international experts to 


conclude a balanced access 
towards globalization. 

Furthermore this trend is 
being tackled by the partici¬ 
pants. the prime minister 
added, in term of its impact 
on both developed and devel¬ 
oping countries. 

Also speaking at the open¬ 
ing session was the Acad¬ 
emy's president Dr Mustafa 
Hudeib who says that globali¬ 
zation “means new frame¬ 
work of economic aspects, 
based on Inclusive globaliza¬ 
tion. in an open system that 
has no local or regional bor¬ 
ders or restrictions to one 
marketplace...” 

Dr Hudeib added that such 
openness will include mutual 
and free exchange of human 
resources and financial poten¬ 
tials in addition to technology 
and information transfer. 

Dr Mohammad said Al- 
Nabulsi. the head of the 
Academy’s board and for¬ 
merly governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan described the 
new creation of blocs such as 
the EU. the Americas and the 
Japanese bloc, as u transi¬ 
tional period to even wider 
international blocs and open 
markets. 

Such a market. Dr Nabulsi 
said will be marked by its 
competition for the best, the 
lowest cost and the quickest 
ability to meet needs. 

So. the globalization pro¬ 
cess is supposed to satisfy 
jointly productive and con¬ 
suming requirements via the 
exchange of commodities and 
services in a very flexible 
manner. 

Dr Nabulsi elaborated sav¬ 


ing that such a trend brings 
new challenges and pressures 
to remove all barriers for the 
easy movement of services to 
and from our countries. 

'Though we still do not 
maintain the required level for 
globalization, we must be 
fully prepared to enter into 
global competition." he said. 

Globalization is moving on 
in its upward tunnel. Dr 
Hudeib draws samples to such 
an issue, saying that the size 
of international trade lo the 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) is going-up tremen¬ 
dously. It doubled compared 
to the 1950. maintaining such 
an increase was made, most 
precisely, over the last 
decade. 

Also, he added, the slake of 
the developing countries in 
international trade wem up 
from 23 percent in 1985 to 29 
percent in 1995. 

Even links among these 
developing countries were 
boosted os their inter-trade 
rose from 31 percent of their 
total trade in 1985 to 37 per¬ 
cent in 1995. 

In addition. Lhe developing 
countries have become more 
integrated in the u n i versa I 
financial system. The net cap¬ 
ital Hows to these countries 
reached $150 billion annually 
between 1993-1996. 

In 1996 such flows rose to 
$200 hillion. This is not 
merely the size of flows hut 
also their nature has improved 
to include, in addition to 
hanking facilities, greater 
investment portfolios and 
direct investments. ■ 


SCIENCE AND technology 
arc the main elements for 
improving industry and 
enhance the quality of prod¬ 
ucts. This is to meet the 
required quality and industrial 
specifications. 

Indeed, this is one of the 
objectives of the Higher Coun¬ 
cil for Science and Technology 
IHCST). Always at the fore¬ 
front. it seeks to create an 
industrial culture to help scien¬ 
tific and technological 
research. 

Referring to the necessity to 
encourage such research, the 
assistant general secretary at 
the HCST. Ms Nansi Bakir 
stressed the importance of sci¬ 
ence and technology to the eco¬ 
nomic. social and cultural 
development of the country. 

“The public and the private 
seem- are to cooperate in build¬ 
ing the national scientific and 


technological base in the King¬ 
dom.” she said. 

The council is also responsi¬ 
ble for securing finance and 
required support for various 
activities to fulfill the targets of" 
the national policy. 

Speaking about the budget 
allocated for scientific research 
and development, Ms Bakir 
said it should not be less than I 
percent of the Gross National 
Product (GNP). just as it is the 
case with all advanced 
countries. 

‘This means that annual allo¬ 
cations for the sciences should 
at least be JD 5 million.” 

For the HCSTs 1998 bud¬ 
get. Ms Bakir said that it is still 
under negotiations but it is 
expected to be about JD3.5 
million. 

The council pays much effort 
in enhancing the performance, 
productivity and competence of 


the industrial sector by 
providing many inccn- 
fives such as the supply 
of al! the needed equip- 
menu besides the quali- 
fied expertise. 

However, she pointed 
that expenditure from 
the industrial sector on Wf & 

scientific research 
doesn't exceed l ft m\ 

percent. 

This is low compared ^ . 

with that of the devel- , 

oped industrial countries 
which allocate at least 
40-50 percent for such 
purposes. 

Ms Bakir said that the 
council is planning to 
co-operate with the Min¬ 
istry of Industry and 

Trade to secure more _ 

financial support for sci¬ 
entific research and train- Ms Nancy Bakir 


Al Fares ‘97, great show 
for the horses 


M A R K E T W A T C H 


22*25November 


Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


SATURDAY 


* MriKjl Suppl«> 

* Pjpti A ImliMJV 

* \| Tjmjcrp 


* lnvcumeni 

* JIMtXI 

* \rafi HuflLin; fimpiTjUim 


9 


SUNDAY 


♦ MrdccaJ Supplies 

♦ Al <Wr Inrewmcni 

♦ General Invcvunciu 


♦ A»na RkkI liufcnuy 
+ IrhJ Ekctruy 

♦ EipaniBi Investment 


MONDAY 


♦ Al A»er Inveamenl 

♦ A4ilmtinr 

♦ General iniemeni 


♦ MMCO 

♦ Arab fur Hutch 

♦ Kii*id Bask 


V/ 



TUESDAY 


♦ Aifihnu* 

♦ NAM ICO 

♦ Al Awr Invedmcnt 


♦ At-Avia FiwJ IndiHry 

♦ Ionian Yupsrr 

♦ .Ionian Kuwait! Bank 



Cawwl Price Pointer _ 

Trade Volume I 

Stock Volume 
Highest Traded Stocks 
♦ Arab Bank I725JM 


*7147 ♦ DndopBot Bank 


♦ Jordan OH Industry 


AM data provided by it ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


■jkL FARES ‘97. the second 
International Exhibition for. 
House and Equipment was 
staged at the Dubai World 
Trade Center between 23-26 
November. It had around 100 
exhibitors representing a wide 
spectrum of products and ser¬ 
vices related to the global 
equine industry. 

Held under the patronage of 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid AI Maktoum. the 
Dubai Crown Prince and the 
UAE Defence Minister. Ai 
Fares '97 is the only show¬ 
case lor equine trade in the 
Middle East. 

'The patronage of General 
Sheikh Mohammed, promi¬ 
nent and highly respected 
horse-owner in the world with 
a track-record of winning a 
string of prestigious interna¬ 
tional racing events over the 
past few years, underscores 
the significance of Al. 
FARES For the entire Arab 
region nnd the equine indus¬ 
try's" said Mr Fayez Ahmed. 
Managing Partner of Al Fajer 
Information & Services, the 
organisers of this event. 

Countries represented at the 
exhibition include Australia, 
Austria. Canada. France. Ger¬ 
many. Ireland. Saudi Arabia. 
Switzerland. Sweden. Syria, 
the UAE. the UK and the 
USA. A major highlight was . 
three national pavilions com¬ 
prising exhibitors from 
France. Germany and Britain. 

“As a prime meeting point 
for suppliers and manufactur¬ 
ers. horse owners and breed¬ 
ers. artists, trainers and jock¬ 
eys. veterinarians. blood¬ 
stock agents and equestrian 
professionals from around the 
wor ld. AI Fares *97 is 
designed to complement the 





Fayez Ahmed 


image of Dubai, the venue of 
the world’s richest horse rac¬ 
ing event—the Dubai World 
Cup—as well as one of the 
most sought after trai n i ng 
grounds for horses” Mr 
Ahmed pointed oul 
The impressive line-up of 
visitors expected at the event 
included professional horse¬ 
men and representatives of 
most Arab equestrian clubs 
and official bodies, in addi¬ 
tion to hundreds of leading 
traders and suppliers from 


iia. Asia, the Middle East and 
North America. 

Exhibitors represent the 
whole gamut of equestrian 
supply and service industries 
seeking a strategic launch-pad 
to penetrate the lucrative and 
flourishing Arab equine 
scene. 

Products on display com¬ 
prised the whole range of 
horse accessories, feed, 
wears, horse care products, 
pharmaceuticals, veterinary 


AI. I ARKS 


products, herbal medicines, 
riding equipment, clothing 
and accessory equipment, 
floorings, stable fittings and 
fencing. 

The four-day exhibition, 
which enjoys the support of 
the UAE Equestrian and Rac¬ 


ing Federation, the Emirates 
Racing Association, Dubai 
Racing Club, the Dubai 
Chamber ol Commerce and 
Industry, and the Government 
of Dubai, Department of tour¬ 
ist & Commerce Marketing, 
was a great success. ■ 
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Clinton administration 

diminished Middle 
East influence 



. By Barton Geliman 

% 

■ WASHINGTON—As it grap¬ 
pled this month with its old 
foe Iraq, the Clinton admin¬ 
istration self-consciously 
faced a Middle East in which 
the United Slates has fallen 
from a recent zenith of 
power and prestige. What 
senior . policymakers felt, 
they said, was far from a 
sense of weakness. Nor does 
the administration quarrel 
with the results—Iraqi Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein, offi¬ 
cials said, backed down from 
the confrontation wkh 
pledges that the United 
States intends to enforce. 

But underlying US deliber- 
■: l( i ations. according to several 
’ / participants, was a belief that 
Mideast conditions have 
shifted for the worse since an 
extraordinary confluence of 
favorable events in the early 
1990s. That belief has 
restrained the government's 
ambitions in what Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott described as "a 
drama" that is not "by any 
means over.’’ 

The sense of having 
passed a historical high point 
of influence provided context 
for such decisions as whether 
to demand more from Iraq 
than the return of United 
Nations weapons inspectors, 
to edge’ back toward an ear¬ 
lier US emphasis on unseal¬ 
ing Saddam from the more 
recent one of “containing” 
him. to exact a penalty for 
the crisis Iraq provoked in 


the form of new sanctions or 
new restrictions on Iraqi air¬ 
space. or to rebuff the initia¬ 
tive seized by Russian For¬ 
eign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov. All these options, 
attractive to various deci¬ 
sion-makers. were rejected in 
the end. 

Russia's return to the 
region —as arms supplier, 
collector of old debts and 
would-bc shaper of diplo¬ 
macy. albeit on a much- 
diminished scale—ends a 
period in which internal pre¬ 
occupations removed it 
entirely as a US rival. The 
aura of invincible American 
might, cultivated in the Gulf 
War. has faded with a seven- 
year grind of sanctions 
against Iraq and the ambigu¬ 
ous results of skirmishes 
along the way. The Israeli- 
Arah peace breakthroughs of 
1993-95. which saw first- 
time accords with the Pales¬ 
tinians and Jordan and gave 
fresh impetus to America’s 
role as regional broker, have 
stalled in acrimony. 

All this amounts to a par¬ 
tial return to the region’s 
post-World War I! norms, 
and it has left some members 
of the Clinton administration 
looking for ways to soften 
the descent. 

“It's certainly true that 
there was an artificial peak 
in the immediate aftermath 
of the Gulf War. and that 
was not something sustaina¬ 
ble." said one senior foreign 
policy official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 


“You're hearing more rum¬ 
blings, you're hearing less 
awe. The memories of smart 
bombs have gone away, and 
the memories of the over¬ 
whelming defeat of Iraq have 
gone away. In the meantime, 
the peace process has run 
into trouble and Arab coun¬ 
tries assume the reason is 
that the United States has not 
put enough pressure on 
Israel." 

National security adviser 
Sandy Berger, in a telephone 
interview last Saturday from 
Air Force One. a gued that 
American influence in the 
region remains great and 
looks less so only by com¬ 
parison with a unique lime. 

“There have been many 
periods during the ‘60s. ‘70s. 
‘80s. when the United States 
was not beloved in the 
region." he said. “It depends 
on where you put your base 
line. If ih<: neak was what 
happened after the Gulf War, 
when Arabs went against 
Arab because of Saddam's 
violation of the fundamental 
rule that you don’t invade 
your neighbor, that may be 
true, but I think that was a 
spike." 

In the current confronta¬ 
tion with Iraq—which Ber¬ 
ger, like Secretary of State 
Madeleine K. Albright, 
emphasized he “would not 
put in the past tense"—the 
president's top security aide 
said “we had all the support 
we needed in the Arab 
world.” 

That depended on what the 



An American warplane gets ready for the final call on Iraq 


administration was asking 
for. Two officials said there 
were detailed discussions 
with Gulf allies, and agree¬ 
ment in principle among 
them, of how ground-based 
US aircraft would retaliate if 
Iraq made good on threats to 
shoot at an American 11-2 
reconnaissance plane. Shun 
of that direct military provo¬ 
cation. the officials said, 
allied consent for a military 
.strike had nut been obtained 
or even directly requested. 

In measurable military 
assets, the United Slates is 
markedly stronger in the 

region than any time save the 
buildup and fighting of the 
Gulf War. "In July 1990." 
said a White House official, 
citing the month before 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
“we had three ships in the 
Gulf and no ground-based 
aircraft. no equipment 
prepositioned." 

Today the Army maintains 
enough Abrams tanks and 
Bradley Fighting Vehicles in 
Kuwait and Qatar to equip 
two armored and one mecha¬ 
nized brigade. The Air Force 
maintains large standing 
forces of combat aircraft in 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and southern 
Turkey, along with spare 
parts, munitions and hangar 
space for many more. The 
Navy maintains a near year- 
round presence of an aircraft 
carrier battle group in the 
gulf and is capable during 
tensions—as it has done 
now-of deploying a second. 

Any argument fur 
diminishing US 
influence, a high- 
ranking diplomatic 
official argued, 
“comes in sharp 
juxtaposition to the 
fact that we are 
.basically in terms 
of power relations 
an unrivaled power. 
1 say that with no 
false sense of 
hubris or nationalis¬ 
tic ego." 

Berger, in the 
interview, said he 
had “watched one 
leader after another 
from that part of the 
world come to 
Washington, recog¬ 
nizing that the 
United States is 
now the only super¬ 
power and that their 
futures are aligned 
with ihe United 
States." 

That is not the 
same as saying that 
the political and 
psychological 
reverberations t*r 
American power 


extend .is tar as they recently 
did. Strong feelings of inse¬ 
curity and even bitterness at 
the United States are com- 
nmn amiine the political 
elites m the gull and in other 
allies such as Jordan, none of 
whom are eager in confront 
Saddam because they fear 
that the United Slates Mould 
once again Mound him hut 
leave him in pm\ cr to plot 
revenge. 

And of all the military 
assets now in the region, only 
the ■‘trike fighters aboard the 
carriers USS Nimily. and USS 
George Washington and the 
cruise missiles aboard other 
surface warships and subma¬ 
rines can he used without 
allied consent. Even with 
Amerie.in-hased long-range 
bombers and rcluelcrs. those 
arc insufficient fur the kind 
of sustained air campaign 
that some officials said they 
are prepared to direct if Sad¬ 
dam continues to obstruct. 
UN inspectors of his nuclear, 
biological and chemical 
weapons programs. 

Of all the factors that 
diminish IIS influence in the 
region, the one most on the 
mind of the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration is centered on Israel's 
relations with its neighbors. 

“The breakdown of the 
peace process...has a spillo¬ 
ver effect." said one top offi¬ 
cial "NV hen the peace pro¬ 
cess is spinning, it creates a 
centripetal force in ihe region 
that tends to pull the moder¬ 
ate Arab states into closer 
relations mu only with Israel 
but with the West generally. 
When the peace process is 
unraveling, it tends to create 
centrifugal forces in which 
you see even the moderate 
Arab stales beginning 10 be 
mme cautious ahoul how 
much thov suck the finger in 
the eye ot the rogue." 

More hawkish critics such 
as Paul Wolfowitz. who was 
undersecretary of defense for 
policy under President Bush, 
said “the major pan of the 
reason fur the decline” of US 
influence in the Middle East 
is the Clinton administra¬ 
tion’s weak response to 
provi icaiinn. 

Administration policymak¬ 
ers said in response that the 
end has not hcen reached in 
the current confrontation. 

"We have a t Security 
Council) veto, m c have two 
very large, very flat ships in 
the neighborhood, and the 
president is making it very 
clear he is not ruling out any 
options." said one top- 
ranking official. ■ 

IA Times- Washington 
Post Men•§ .Service 


FBI officially ends criminal 
probe of TWA flight 800 


By Sylvia Adcock and 
Robert E. Kessler 

NE w YORK—Standing 

before a packed ^ws confer¬ 
ence. the FBI’s James Kal - 

strom lastTuesday finally cut 
,he cord and did whatjm 
hecn predicted tor months. 
He ended ihe criminalmve^ 
tiaation of the crash of TWA 
Ffight 800. officially labeling 
the case ■ inactive. . . 

-We must now report 

zsrsxisB 

-We turned over every 
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became increasingly clear 
that this was an accident, not 
an act of sabatoge. that killed 
230 people. 

Although the FBI’s role in 
the crash investigation had 
diminished in recent months. 
Kallstrom’s exit Tuesday 
throws the spotlight more 
intensely on the National 
Transportation Safety Board, 
which plans to hold a public 
hearing beginning in three 
weeks on the July 17. 1996, 

crash. . , 

-A debt of gratitude is 

owed to the FBI for their 
enormous efforts. NTSB 
Chairman Jim Hall said at 
ihe news conference 

“A thorough examination 
of the possibility of an act of 
sabotage was the right thing 
to do” Kallstrom presented a 
15 -minute videotape pn> 
•breed by the CIA mat 
exp tains many of the eyewit¬ 
ness accounts of streaks of 

St in Ihe sky that formed 
[he basis for the m.ss.le 

Jsa'SSE 

pwa? 

jjghi arcing forward and then 

, Jr witnesses were actual 
SSL die rear two-thWS of the 

Xte inilamei n'rins upward 

after the nose broke off. 


They heard the explosion 
after seeing the light because 
light travels faster than 
sound. 

The phenomenon is the 
same as when someone sees a 
flash of lightning but doesn't 
hear the thunder until several 
seconds later even though the 
two events occurred at the 
same time 

That explanation is 
unlikely to satisfy the hard¬ 
core conspiracy theorists, but 
in a 39-minute presentation. 
Kallstrom presented a 
detailed account of the FBI's 
investigation and answered - 
or at least addressed - nearly 
every major critic or conspir¬ 
acy theory 

In the days after the crash, 
be said. "We tried to freeze 
Suffolk County." in an effort 
to prevent any criminals who 
might be on land or on the 
water from escaping. 

On land, dozens of 911 
calls to Suffolk County 
police were investigated. 
"The idea was that someone 
saw something,” Kallstrom 
said. 

On the water, the records 
of 20.000 boats in New York 
Harbor during a one-month 
period were investigated. 
Records were pulled on all 
boats that had passed under 
three Suffolk County draw¬ 
bridges for three months 
before the crash and two 


weeks afterward. All miss¬ 
ing. stolen and recovered 
vessels were investigated. 
“We looked at the flour- 
boards of hoats for burn 
marks 

that shows the depths we 
went to." Kallstrom said. 
And the “friendly-fire" the¬ 
ory was thoroughly investi¬ 
gated. Kallstrom said. 

"Of course we asked the 

military the lough question: 
‘Did you do that?’ Of course 
they said no. but we went 
beyond that." he said. 

Extensive interviews were 
conducted with the crews of 
the Normandy, a Navy 
cruiser: three nuclear subma¬ 
rines: u Navy P-3 Orion air¬ 
craft; a National Guard heli¬ 
copter; and C-13U transport 
plane, all of which were in 
the area the night of the 
crash 

In all. the FBI conducted 
7.000 interviews and fol¬ 
lowed up on 3.000 leads. 

Sven Farel. who was pilot¬ 
ing a single-engine Air Com¬ 
mander about 11 miles off¬ 
shore the night of (he crash, 
said Kailstrom’s explana¬ 
tions and the CIA video had 
him “98 percent convinced" 
that a missile did not hit the 
plane. 

James D Sanders, a former 
traffic-accident investigator 
and author of a TWA con¬ 
spiracy paperback, stuck to 


his theory Tuesday that u 
N.i\\ experimental missile 
gone aw r\ pierced the air¬ 
plane and downed it. "We're 
Miking ahoul people who 
saw a !m more than what the 
CIA says." he said. 

“When government puts 
out something like that, i 
have to say it's nothing but 
propaganda." Another con¬ 
spiracy theorist whose Inter¬ 
net postings supplied much 
of the fndJer for a web of 
friendly-fire acolytes. Ian 
Goddard, recently apologized' 
to ihe Navy and victims' rel¬ 
atives and admitted he could 
he wrong 

Goddard co-authored a 
report about the missile the¬ 
ory with former ABC corre¬ 
spondent Pierre Salinger. 

In recent weeks, safety 
hoard investigators have 
begun lo locus on the possi¬ 
bility that faulty wiring 
could have caused the center 
fuel tank to explode. 

Investigators have found 
eases of damaged wire insu¬ 
lation in older, oui-nf-service 
Boeing 747s. sources- close 
to the investigation say. and 
the NTSB staff is consider¬ 
ing issuing .1 safety recom¬ 
mendation to address wiring 
problems. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


International NGOs pi 
worsening plight oflru 


AMMAN (Star)—International humani¬ 
tarian non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) working in Iraq say that a deci¬ 
sion st the highest political levels in the 
world community most be made if the 
worsening human situation inside the 
country is to be reversed. 

Due to seven years of sanctions, the 
value of the life is rendered almost 
meaningless by the fact that over 90 per¬ 
cent of Iraq's hard currency income has 
been cut. 

This is having its toll on the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple which include: 

■ Alarming appearance of malnutri¬ 
tion in one in four children. 

■ Hospitals throughout Iraq reported 
an increase in chronic diseases and pre¬ 
ventable infectious (hat are reaching epi¬ 
demic proportion. 

■ High rate of contamiDation of water 
has drastic health consequences. 

■ Unemployment rate has reached a 


crucial level. 

■ The educational sector at all levels 
suffers from lack of essential materials. 

School drop-out is common. 

■ The agricultural sector is unable to 
meet the requirements of the population 
because of lack of fertilizers, pesticides, 
quality seeds and machinery. 

According to UN sources, only 5-1OC* 
of the immediate requirements are being 
met oT the above mentioned sectors 
within the frame of the “oil-for-food- 

agreement.” 

The nine NGOs that include the 
Bridge to Baghdad, Children Concern 
international. Middle East Council of 
Churches, Pharmacieos sans Frontiers. 
Equilibre and the Iraqi Japanese Chil¬ 
dren Friendship Society say that the situ¬ 
ation is critical. They 'add that the pro¬ 
longation of the crisis wifi worsen (lie 
sufferings of the people of Iraq, while 
the real solution lies in lifting the 
embargo.- 
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New Safeway 
branch opens 

f Mayor of the Great¬ 
er Amman Municipal¬ 
ity, Dr Maradouh Al 
Abbadi opens a new 
branch of the Safeway 
supermarket, Tuesday, 
situated at the be¬ 
ginning of Airport 
Road in the 7th Circle. 
Top dignitaries, busi¬ 
nessmen as well as 
members of the dip¬ 
lomatic corps attended 
the opening. 




Cafe de Paris seeks to bring the 
French ambience to Amman 


- AMMAN (Star)—The CafiS de Paris is the 
place to visit. Written in golden letters on top 
uf its window is simply Patisserie and Bou- 
langerie. Young people and well-to-do la¬ 
dies share a cup of tea and watch other g 
people as they leave to the next scene. | 
the cinema. Their voice is muffled by . 
the pleasant sound of a fountain and the Am* 
: sweat music of a saxophone. 

?■ ‘it's not enough to blow like that J| 
•when he’s playing. Thau 1 didn't ex- 
peel. 1 think it's his last evening", ex- 
plains Jean-Pierre Simon, general sS 
manager of the Caf£. The man is not jofc- Eft 
ing. He has all the trippings of the Sher- Jap 

- atari trademark. ijjj 

Mr Simon spent most of his career in Op 
the biggest hotel company in the world. 

“I started working as an apprenticed Lgf 
cook, before becoming a chef in one of pjff 
• the Sheraton hotels in Asia. TTffi 

Now. 1 am the manager of this son 0| 
of places", he says as he looks PSa 

.• around. He defends the Sheraton t/| 

...name and adds that everything must hMjHi 
..'. be perfect 

The saxophonist has to go. No 
'* problem. He will be fired and Mr -CSujW 
Simon - has already thought f\/f ■ 

- about replacing him with a ,V W 

‘- French accordionist from Par- 

v In this type of business, all 
the details are im- 
portant. Caff de 

- Paris does not 

belong to Sher- 'W JWMylKy 
aion but to Na- 
bil Muasher 


and Yousef Taher. The two 
families use Sheraton's skill 
in order to build a huge en¬ 
tertainment center. 

After the cinema and the 
Cafe are three other 
floors: a night-club, a 
| Mediterranean restaurant 
and a Lebanese res¬ 
taurant. The last stone 
should be put by next 
spring. 

The concept behind 
this building is simple, 

Mr Simon adds. “Our 
customers can visit ah 
the places without leav¬ 
ing tiie center." The qual¬ 
ity of all services have 
the Sheraton hospitality 
which will open os a 
i Five-Star hotel in early 
l 1999. 

V Waiting to sleep 

TV in Sheraton sheets. 

W Jordanians can spend 

■a a good time under the warm street 

lamps using the heat of this Parisian 

nA Others may prefer the weather 

tight atmosphere of the very smart 
Efifrygl salon de thd (a tea room). 

IfflEHjL For people in a hurry, they can 

take away ice 
as 
:ei 




Putting pen to paper 

Social history through 
the Amman labyrinth 


By (btisam Awadat 

Special la The Star 


A l Mudeer AT am (General Manager) 
is his first novel, a simple story 
that looks at those who achieve 
power, and begin to misuse it 
whilst hiking advantage of others at the 
same time. 

Ziad Qasera. a Jordanian writer who 
has noi achieved ihe position he deserves, 
says “at first. I didn't intend to be a writer, 
however my bad experience with the man¬ 
agers and officials I dealt with frustrated 
me so much, that I decided to express it 
openly in my first novel, which was pub¬ 
lished in 1988. He says that his friends and 
close associates were a great source of 
encouragement. 

“The story is narrated by a secretary. 


who has to deal with more than one person 
in authority." Through this, the writer is 
trying to show "how miserable life can be 
when some individuals control the lives of 
others in the community." 

Although simple and direct in style, his 
first novel was a flop, no one hardly took 
any notice of iL Bui the up and coming 
author persevered in his writings. 

in 1990, he published what was to 
become a true piece of art. Abnaa' Al 
Qal'a (Sons of the Citadel) was a great hit 
right from the start, despite the fact that it 
was only a limited edition that was distrib¬ 
uted among friends and relatives. 

After much egging on from other writers 
and artists, the book went into a second 
edition, two years later. 

"I was bom in Amman in 1945. and 
noticed all the changes which took place in 
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A view from the Amman Citadel (Al Qal'a mountain) 


the city, I lived downtown besides the 'Al 
Sail' (stream). Amman was a little village 
then with few cars around," A! Qasem 
said. 

“I also remembtf clearly Amman's Mar¬ 
ket, the big and the small one. where we 
used to go shopping, he adds. In the novel 
which is going to be made into a television 
series, he depicts.. the social changes that 
happened in Amman and contrasting them 
between the old add the flew. 

In his novel, ijlr Qassem talks about 
“how Amman developed into a city with 
huge buildings, q||wde>$with people." But 
there was also moft tangible changes. 

"The social relationships have been 
affected—in the past, the whole neighbor¬ 
hood used to be one big family, you shared 
eveiyihing. bur to&y, I wouldn't know the 
name of my next door neighbor." 

But in a subdued man- 
^ 7 - 7 :——— 7 — ner, the author says 
-r / . “maybe this is the price of 
V*. development, in running 

-. after money and technol- 

' . ogy we forget the essen- 

- ’ 7 - v. ' tial things in our lives, our 

good relationship with 
others.” 

• This is also his first 

- . ; ’■* crack at writing a teievi- 

: ' L' •- . sisn scenario based on the 

bpok. He says that “it's a 
nfessnge for nationalism 
• shtce a lot of the scenes 

i ace about social daily life 
t&t starts with the evic- 
t^ofthe Palestinians in 

**But today he continues. 
MZoufja ‘a (the Storm) is 
s?155(£page epic. “The 
Storm" tells a story of dif¬ 
ferent generations. The 
first starts in 1850 during 
the Ottoman Empire and 
ends at World War l. 

The Second generation 
begins from the World 
War I to the Maysaloon 
battle in Syria in 1920, 
and the establishment of 
the Emirate of Trans- 

In this work, the author 
brings the readers a live 
image of the historical 
events which took place in 
tib region, carrying his 
characters to France, Bra- 
sal, USA, and many 
countries. 

The author so far pub¬ 
lished four ports of the 
Storm and the other two 
parts will appear soon. ■ 


Fortune 
Promoseven, 
Bahrain wins 
major award fo 
cover desim 



(From left): MrAl Saffar, Ms Mansour, MrBuchan, ■ 
Mr MikHas,and MsDaboul ' . . v 

THE ELEVENTH International; 7. 

Competition f ARC)iononrurg interoarioni ac^eye-v'_ 
ment in yearly reports, accorded Fortune Prainose? . - 
ven (FP7), Bahrain the silver award for cover.design ; 
this year. Sponsored Jiy tbe loternatipnal Academy of ;-. 
Communications, Art arid Sd^ces/MerComm: lnc. T 
ARC appraised the Arig HeatthCare brochure coVcr * 
design 1996 as worth or the.silver.pri 3 teTor. l99?. r :^V.* 
Mr AJkrani Mifcnas, (president;arid chief cxecntive ^' 
officer), Mr Tariq-Al Saffar, (mana^g director rifc'O 
Fortune Promoseven: Bahrain), and: Ms JPaida Mao-. ; 
sour, (account xtiariagerr FP7Bahrain); adoaowt--/ 
edged Mr Ron Bodiaji, (Arig'Health , and general . 
Insurance company’^-'managing director) „• f' 

Claude Dabool, (Ari^ffealth an^G^eral tyisrirauce 
compan ys Ma rk&tinjg Manager) as.cb-whine rs of 
prestigious a ward. Tlris^award Turthec signals thor ^ • 
collateral pursuit qif obt ^fen oe. .- - '■ 

In addition to thisi FP7 rvras ^so racfcredited v'ihe; 
London International .Advertiajig B5nalist.Award,- 
1997, and The New .Yo^ Festival’s Fhialist Award, 
3997 , under, the. coririwalelhrochure category.for the •.* 
' same Arig Healthcare coveretrtiydesigTi- 

FP7 Bahrain won ttie ia?? EinaUst Inteimatiotial . 
Advertising Award for Uni'Sony'Trinttpri Cat Bitfl-'. 
board entry. The same Billboard also wen tire Final- • 
ist Award, trom The Npw Yor^ Eestivif for the idftr- -f. 
nftrt nwftt erimpefition for pririt ad vertisirigand design 

1997. ' - *■ ;' .‘ 7 ■/; '■ • _ 

Founded Id- 1968 by .ite euj^eDt.Prerident.and: 
CEO, Mr Afcram : MiJriias, Fortune. Promoseven - ' 
expanded rapidly an^today ^hM l^Mt^^^ES^ 

North Africa. The agency rapresenfe thb Sntet-ests of. 
a large and diversified client basej unririKefing prod-_ 
nets and services world^ride^ Multinational :and. local 
clients alike are serviced Ecom tlie iietwbric offices. 
The agency employs stalEfrbma^ world -. 

with-a strong Arab base to provide arid lniprement a 
- wide range of marketing commtmlcations > strategies, * - 
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Abducted by an aHeri chrcus company, Professor Doyle 
is forced to write calculus aquatfens bi centor rtng. •; 



“OK, ma'am, you said you warned yoof husband 

to put the newspaper down or you’d Wow 

him away..., Did he respond? 1 


Exhibitions 

■ Magical Weavings, an 
exhibition of Walt Hang¬ 
ings and Rugs by Bashar 
Kathem A others at Ionian 
Rivers Designs continues 
til? 4 Dec. 

■ Art Exhibition titled 
(Journeys Within) by the 
Pakistani pioneer artist 
Gulgee and his son the 
sculptor Amin Gulgee, 
opens at Jordan National 
Gallery for Fine Art con¬ 
tinues till 15 December. 

■ Art Exhibition by KhaJ* 
id Khreis continues ax In¬ 
stitute Cervantes till 8 
Dec. 



Christmas Baanff.; 

■ Annual Christmas char- - 
ity bazaar by the -Ameri¬ 
can Union of. Amman ^ 
the Marriott Hotel on-Fri- : 
day, 28 Nov. ^V''Uc V;: 

■ Annual TVV^CA'Chnst^ 

mas classical choir. aLibe', 
Royal Cultural . Cent^: 
From 3 Dec.-7; -. Dec; 
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Programs on JTv^ 
from 29 November — 5 December 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

,„ SATURDAY 

-:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Twinkle 
2i30—M up pet Show 
3:00—Pumpkin Patch 
■3:15—World of Geo 

—-The Valley Between 
4:30—Neigh burs 
5:00—french Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Are you Been Served 
X:00—Newly Weds 
8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 
12:00—Ellen 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10— Little Knsey 

2 JO— .funny Quest 

2:50—The Magic School Bus 

3:00—Energy Express 

3:40—Lucky Luky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

4:30—Tyrian 

ft:00—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

8:00—Cinema. Cinema, 

Cinema 

8:30—Hotshots 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Drama 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Show With the 
Mouse 

2:30—The Cowboy of the 
Moomesa 

3:00—Gillette Spoils Special 
3:15—Riding High 
3:30—Animal Show 
4:00—t lliver Twist 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Murphy Brown 
8:00—The Health Show 


1 


hi.» 



Oprah Winfrey, Thursday at 9:10 pm 

8:30—Babylon 5 11:15_l 

9:10—Highlander 

10:00—News at Ten ^ 

10 JO—Emergency Room 2:00_H 

11:15—Cosmos (Doc.) %ia _i. 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 
2:30—C.R.O. 

3:00—Skippy 
3 JO—The Album Show 
4:30—Square One TV 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Yon Bet Yoor Life 
8:00—Skeleton Cuast 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Hollywood Remembers 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Magaret Volant 


11:15—Drama 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jonny Quest 

2 JO—Super Daue 

3:00—Secrets of Treasure 
Island 

3 JO—Spell Binder 
4:00—Mu oxters Today 
4:10—Border Town 
4:30—Neighbors 

5KH)—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—High Tech Culture 
8:00—Some One Like Me 

8 JO—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25— Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 


sfiK 


ctRam&s 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Al Maseer 
1 Galleria II (Tel: 079 33430): .Xuthing to Ijjse 
Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): The Chamber 
Philadelphia n (Tel: 634149): Beethoven's 2nd 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): AI Maseer t Arabic I 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): Mr Bean 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): Sleep Walkers 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—New Kids on the Block 

2:30—My Utile Fairy Talc 

3:00—America's Funniest 

People 

3 JO—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—National Geographic 
4:30—The Boy from 
Andromeda 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Tririal Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—Lots and Clark 
(Superman) 

9:10— Oprah Winlrcy Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Music Show 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Adventure or 
Teddy Ruxpin 
2:30—Fred And Barney 
3:00—Wish Bone 
3 JO—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 

5:00—French Programe 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Life on the Internet 
8:00—Are you Being Served 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—The History Makers 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:30— Daddy's Girls 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Belts pas Betes 
5:15—Regarde le monde 
5:30—Secrets de famiile 


6 : 0 ®—Iji Chine 
7:00 — Le journal 
7:15— Mugiiziiis* 

L \nil\i,• Ci'lninb 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Micro Kids 
5:15— Regunie le monde 
5:30 - Secrets de famiile 
6:14)—Magazine 

h.tut /•.;» rrwr 

7:00—Le jnumu) 

7:15 —-Magazine pour toils 
Zn\; 

LUNDI 

5:00—Bv(e> |»as ltetes 

5:15—Regarde le ntunde 

5:30—Secrets de famiile 

6:00—Thalassu 

7:00—1 .e jnuniai 

7:15—Magazine scientifique 

l 'iih/ wi i nui 

MARDI 

5:00—Betes pas lieles 
5:15—Regunle le monde 
5:30 - Secrets de famiile 
6:00—Suvoir plus saute 
7:00—I a : jou rnai 
7:15—< trie ut sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00— Micro kids* 

5:15 -- Regarde le monde 
5:30 — Secrets tie famiile 
6:00—llsliuuia 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Ess M6 

slEUD! 

5:00—1/invile de marque 
5:30—Eton mint et driile 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—I.e dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

5 JO—Le neuvieme jour 
7:00—I .e journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ml.-hi hrr, 


11 I* 13 l« Is 


16 |7 18 19 


110 111 [12 113 


126 127 128 


30 31 122 


ACROSS 
1 LA creek 
6 Sorted tose 

10 Wield cover 

14 Warning 
device 

15 Travel 
document 

16 Needle case 

17 Enjoy you 
meal. Pierre! 

19 Double agent 

20 (fs 3 mouse! 

21 Raced 

22 Receptacle 

24 — meeny._ 

25 Helmut's wife 

28 Holy 

29 Pole-vaulting 
Item 

33 Tom 
Sawyer* 
writer 

34 Amorphous 
mass 

35 Travel cost 

36 Workfor 

37 Beamaise, 

e-S- 

38 Author Leon 


39 "To and a 
bone... - 

40 Arduots 
jouney 

41 Concur 

42 Took a 
roundabout 

way 

44 Clergy 
member 

45 Small nad 

46 Prehteohc 
loot 

47 Not 
productive 

50 Outofthe 
wind 

51 Used k> be 

54 Lamb's pen 
name 

55 Bfessyou. 

Hansl 

58 Warfated 

59 Verve 

60 Israefl — 

Met 

61 Deep, 
autrie 
breath 

62 Gteriarium 

S3 Penetrate 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


OFF THEWMl 

. «UTY IS W«AT 

• ' *. »• 

yOO’ff CAPABLE OF 
WN&. MOTWDOS 
WTERMNES.WKAT 
you V0. ATTITUDE 
ISK0WWEU. YOU 
V0 IT. 


□OWN 

1 —Ruth 

2 Lotion 
ingradent 

3 Jerk 

4 Openings 

5 Indefinite 
number 

6 TV actor 
Brooks 

7 "The — erf 
Spriig" 
(Stravinsky) 

6 —was 
saying 

9 Lounpng 
attire 

10 Time fees, 
Bonus 

11 Upon 

12 Regulation 

13 Wharf 

18 Duck’s mSeu 

23 Aiance 
acronym 

24 Line by 
Thomas 
CBmptel 

25 Dress 

26 Place 


27 On one's 
loos 

28 Gem weight 

29 Gave puking 
information 

30 Wftes—. 

PA 

31 Zotfacsign 

32 Acfust 
34 Revealed 
37 Unknown 

person 

41 Roone — of 
TV 

43 Actress Mary 

44 Hammer 
head 

46 Duflsound 

47 Mrs. Truman 

48 Jai — 

49 Weddng 


50 Slppery 

51 Strip of 


52 Asstetart 

53 Heacfiner 

56 Yatestudent 

57 Laver's term 



□anna anna naan 
□anna nnaa nann 
nnnnanaaan anna 
□□□ nntin aanana 
nnna mama 
nannnn nannnnon 
□aaan naan naan 
□nan aamna annn 
□ana anna nnnnn 
mnananaa-□□□□□□ 
mnna-nnna 
□nonon omnn nnn 
nnnn nnnDnnnnnn 
nnna nnnn nac_z 
naan □□□n-mnnna 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black- 

Weekly Tip: The Sagirtarius sun 
brings joy and congeniality to all. 
That’s important to remember when 
the Capricorn moon places restrictions 
on many. 

Aries (March 21-April 197. 
Responsibilities clash with your travel 
plans. You’ll soon start finding ways 
to break free. 

Taurus (AprD 20-May 20). You're 
doing very well considering die handi¬ 
cap you're under. Finish up a tough 
job while you still have the advantage. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Pool 
resources with a friend to get what you 
want. The same goes for travel. 
Together you can get there. 

Cancer (June 22-July 227. Your 
workload is intense, but a partner 
helps out. Don't gel into an argument 
It’ll only waste time. Pool your 
resources to get something you both 
want badly. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Although 
your attitude is good, the workload is 
horrendous. Don't complain. Just get 
it done. Tackle a tough assignment so 
you can play with your mate. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Make a 
romantic commitment. That bond 
helps you handle confusion at home. 
You might not have time for much, so 
don't schedule anything. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Read the 
manual so you can solve a problem at 
home all by yourself. You’ll be so 
proud once you have. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Pay 
attention. The skills you are learning 
could lead to an increase in income. 
Plan ahead to solve a problem at 
home. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22>Dec. 21). 
Money's right, especially if you say 
so. Don't let anybody talk you out of 
your baid-won resources. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You're super-efficient. Push yourself 
to finish an old job quickly. Slick 
maneuvering leads to an increase in 
income. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). You're 
under a bit of pressure, but your 
friends help you out. Let them know 
what you need, and they’ll come up 
with amazing ideas. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
and your friends can outwit an older 
person. Don’t be too obvious about it 
The plot thickens. You may discover 
work you’ve forgotten to turn in. 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 



La Maison d’Orient a Jerusalem 

0Le president pcdestinien Yasser Arafat a minimise la decision’ties* 

se rertdre a la Maison d’Orient, la repriscrtiation qffkieuse dc l OIF, u PF^ps^s sqju £tt-visiles 
Jerusalem. «L’Important n’est pas qu’fls visitant la Maisou 
to tale men! no Ere position sar Jer u s alem, ce qu’flsfout*, aoffirme 
mardi d’un entretien avec le chefde la diplomatfiangmscHvben 

M. Vedrine. comme Us autres ministres europiens venm a Jerusalem 

de se rcndre a la Maison tTOrient au ctmrs de sa visits dfuhejountie-daitt.-im ^mm^ S^^pM. 
europeenne (UE) sous l*impulsxan notammerU de la France, 

Maison d’Orient, ees demSres amies, le symbols de 

de Jerusalem-esL Male les Frmgais et Us autres Eumpeenxontjou m& eaearp ga. 
rilection du Premier ministre de droSe BenjamiitNetmyahouen Israel, 
menaci de dicriter la fermeture de la Maison d’OriehtsiIes ministry europtefis 

Selon des sources palestinieimes, Yasser Arafat ad autant plus ftaiuememaccep k 
I’VE qu *il n’appridait qu ’a moitie ces visiles, en raison des relations 
le chef de laMaisan d 'Orient— •-■-’• r r.’ 





xsi xaL’v.'jsssi: 


Retard mental: premier handicap en Jordanie 


t- ?:- 

■«’-* -m .*. 






Malgre Vabsence de statistiques precises sur les differents handicaps , plusieurs specialistes affirment 


M m »,ji ajjj’ f “$9 


aue le retard mental est le plus repandu , en raison notamment des pratiques eommunautaires. # 

* Une enquete d’Anca de Maio 




ipsilg 






Present dans routes 

les cnnmumuulev le handicap 
menial rvprc.senie 3% dc la 
population mondialc. selon des 
etudes des Nations Unies. Si les 
specialistes nc peuveni nous 
dnnner un poureeniage aussi 
exact pour In Jordanie. ils sem- 
hlent lous d'uccord pour dire 
que Ic retard mental est le han¬ 
dicap k plus frequent dans ee 
[ pays. I,c Dirceleur du Centre 
deduention specialises Al-Razi 
| it Jdehcl Lweihdch. Ziad Sak- 
kijhn. axancc le chil'frc appro- 
' \iniatif de W.IHW personnes 
huudicapees mcnlales. 

Dans ccitc categoric entre 
tiiute pcrsnnne ayant une insuf- 
Usance nieniafe rcvufee avant 
I'jige de IIS .in.s. Les dceres de 
cc liandicap vunt des cast lagers 
et iniidercs tires nombreux) aux 
cas (moins frequents! Ue handi¬ 
cap severe ou multiple. 

L'Union generate des socie- 
K\ volontaires (UGSV) 


Patient comme un ergotherapeute 


Mamoun Al-Khob est ergoth£ra- 


peute. Drole de metier pour ce jeune homnic 
de 22 ans au regard vif. Aprfcs ses etudes 


ierminee-s fan demi- LJN,C ^ 

er. Mamoun a com- •«■.•- 

dans Je centre spccia- 

Iis 6 d'education et de ^,-,^ 1 '. JB 

rdhabi lilalion Al - v 

Ramtha erf^ mars ‘ 

dernier. Dans sa snlle j 1 1^- •’.*• .• f, ^ : ' 

de travail, des lupis * *‘ 

de gym et des mini- la ' lim II- feJ'-’-''' ' 

dcheiles. Mamoun. 
malgrg le nom bar- 
bare de sa profession. 

n'est pas un tortion- M 

narre. Bien w contra- Mamoun Al-Khob au travail avec un 
«*- du cento de Runuha. 


approlondir ses connaissances ct ciMUimier 
son cursus a I clranger. oil dccruchant. pour- 
quo i pas. une bourse de ('association Jineri- 
caine des ergotherapeutes. En attendant, il 
purlait Min experi- 


s'occupe dc plus dc la moitie 
des handicapes inscrits en insti- 
ttitjons. Lc directeur du de- 
paneineni des etudes ct de ne- 
chcrches dc I'UGSV. Ghanem 
bust ami. csiimc que la cause 
majeurc des deficicnces Jiien- 
lalcs est d'ordre gcnctique. mal¬ 
gre une lone diminution enre- 
gisircc ccs vingt demieres 
unnecs. -Environ des 

i u.\ dr handicaps strivis dans 
ft’s cVW/V'V dr Safi, BiUfa, 
Lwctbdvh a Z aika Jr 
l‘As.u‘nation dr same 1 nrnlalc 
tint des orifiinrs gvnetiques. 
souligne-t-il. on /roniv rficz 
certains couples ronsangnins 
qttairr. cinq, jusqn a die cn- 


ire. il s occupe de la * , , . , 

reeducation dejeuner, enfant du cento de 
enfants handicapes : 

massages et divers excrciccs physiques sent 
au programme. Au total, pendant toule la se- 
maine. Mamoun a 90 enfanLs a sa charge. 
-Au debut pour le directeur el moi-mcmc. il 
emit vrauneni difficile dc persuader les fa¬ 
milies d'amener (curs ciijants uu cut I re. 
Mats uujuurd'htti nous aeons rettssi ». dit-i! 
dans un anglais porfait. 

Malgre une enfancc passec. surtoul au 
Bahrein. Mamoun semblc heuneux d'avoir 
rclrouve son village natal, oil il protltc de la 
«vie naiurelL de province loin de 


I'agiiaiion « J'Amman pour 200 JD par 
mois. Neanmoins. le jeune homme souhaite 


purl an Min expen- 

^ I cnee cn travailiani lc 

‘ ~ jvudis comme volon- 

. tairc duns Ic centre dc 
JW||BI ■ parjlysic ccrchr.ile 

. Trcs pro- 

V.«:. saiquement Mamoun 

_i •_ a ehnisi ecue formu- 
lion puree qu'cltc lui 
donnuii I’assuranee 
'• •. J un travail. - T<nuc la 

iVi -. annivse-l-il avec 
avail avec un dcsinvolture. Tout dc 

ntha. mcme. son metier 

n'esi pas des plus ta¬ 

ctics 7 11 lequalillc de -ires frust ram • muis 
nc semblc pas deenumge et il ajoutc gaie- 
ment : -Il foul heoncoiip. hcouamp dc pa¬ 
tience. Purfois tin innaille des mois cl des 
mois sans 11 vr If ntoutdrr pn tyres. Pour une 
chose apporemmcni infillte. connne pcrmcl- 
tre it un cnfaitl dc lenir so tele droite. H font 
au moins trois on t/ualrr mois d'efforts- \ 

Sur les bancs du centre xumomme -la 
Maison de I'csporr--. des mumuns avec des 
cnl'ants sur les genoux aucndciu en silence le 
jeune ergotherapeute pour la seance du ma¬ 
tin. Pour ellcs. nul doutc que les progtes de 
Icurs pet its sunt ineommensu rubles. ■ 


citmpugncs ct le desert. 
I't -splice ft uni Hit I res te clos et 

l. \ yens, tiern flies a (curs tra¬ 
ditions. font plus confiinh ■<■ a In 
colonic Jc Pint et •/ la mede- 
entr tradiitonncHc qtt'aux poit- 
iinn tie la nirderiuc mod¬ 
ern,--. .ijouie-i-il. Aussi la 
plup.iri demeureni mellants 
vis-:i-viN de toute i'nrme 
d'iiuervcntiun preventive 
comme les tests pre- 
inatriiiioniaiix ou prenalals. 

Autre tC-moignuge. autre ex- 
emplc de pratiques traditinn- 
ncllcs qui persistent. Sobhi Ai- 
Khaiib. directeur du centre Al- 
Ainal dc Rumthu. constate que 
la inajiiritd des femmes dc la 
region nont pas recours a un 
suivi medical durum leur gros- 

m. 'V'C ct que. MHtvent. dies met- 
i;nt au niondc lour enfant tune 
mou’iHic dc b a 7 par maman) 
a la maison. Dans des situa¬ 
tions d'aceouchcmeni diftlciles. 
il airivc que 1 ‘enfant nc soil pas 
ysse/ oxvgene et qu'il ait cn- 
Miiic des sequeJJes nientalcs de- 
llnitives. 


fonts avec le mime handicap 
menial nu certains attaints de 
surdite. Dans ees situations il 
n'y a pas de doute sur la nature 
gcnctique du handicap. Mats. 


poursuit-il. nuilgre le risque de 
iiouwaiLV cas, les parents 
rspereitl toujours que leur pro- 
chain hebesent normal -. 

Selon le Dr. Bustami. les re¬ 


gions aii\ couiumcs trihules en- 
racinees comme Ajloun. Ram- 
tha. M a Iraq. Tatilah sont plus 
touchees par ce phennmene que 
les /ones urbaines. -Dans /o 


Handicapes : les chiffres en question 


Com bien de handicapes (menuux. phy¬ 
siques...) en Jordanie 7 Question sans rSponse precise pour le 
: moment. Deux choses sont sOres cependanL Tout d'abord le 
1 chilTre de 46.940 avanc^ par le Wpartement des statistiques 

* est ridiculement has sachant qu'il y a plus de 10.000 enfants 
5 handicapes dans les difffirentes institutions du royaume et 
a qu’au moins 100.000 autres sont sur des listes d'atiente. C'est 
s en tout cas le calcui de Ghanem Bustarai, directeur du d&- 
; partement de recherches de 1'Union g^mSrale des socigtes vo- 

* lontaires (UGSV). Ensuite, l'estimation sensationnelle de 
5 400.000 apparue ici el dans la presse n’est qu'une projec- 

* lion d'une norme intemadonale : des fitudes niondiales mon- 
' irent qu’en general toute population d'un pays compte 10 % 

* d handicap 6 s. d’ou ce chifTre de 400.000 en Jordanie. 

* ^approximation la- plus prudente place le nombre des 


handicaps en Jordanie entre 200 et 400.000. En fait, plusieurs 
obstacles s’opposent au recensemcnt correct de cette population. - 
D'abord il est difficile de diagnosiiquer un handicap avant I'age 
de deux ans. Ensuite la revelation des handicaps legers 
n'intervient souvent qu'aprfes trois ou quatre ann^es de scoiaril^ 
normalc. Enfin beaucoup de families ressentent de la honte it 
regard de leur enfant handicaps ct refuse de Ic declarer comme 
tel. En comptabtlisant tous ces cas caches. Ghanem A l Bustami 
parvienl ii un total minimum de 200.000 handicapes en Jorda- 
nie. unchiffre que d’autres spdcialistes ne rfcusent pas. 

L'organisation d'un recensement national de la population 
handicap^ et. la distribution de •^cartes d'identitd» aux per¬ 
sonnes handicap&s sont-encore k I'etat de projets. Ce n’est 
pourtant qu’k partir de statistiques plus precises, que les autori- 
t&s pourront &abfir un plan national ad^quat pour l'&Jucation et 
linoSgration sod ale des handicap^; ■ 


Manages eonsanguins 

Au-delii des causes directed, 
qu el les soient genctiques. me- 
Jicafcv. cducatixes ou nutri- 
linnncUcN. lc> >pecialistes. pour 
la pin part, stigmatiseni les pra¬ 
tiques communauiaircs ct (es 
mcntalitcs retrogrades. Le ma¬ 
nage consanguin (entre cousins 
germains sunout 1 . par excniple. 
repandu dans les socictes , 
arabes. peut etre eonsidcre 
comme responsible de handi- j 
caps mentaux ou de c«ls dc sur¬ 
dite. De mcme. les mutemitfs 
precutes laulour Ue 14-16 ans) 
n^nsi que les grosscsscs utr- 
dives ne sont pas sans consC- 
qucnces : mong«ilfs”ne eitiuires" I 

anomaltes genettquej... 

Fuui-tl pour uuhml OcnortCtr 
lc modele tradiiionncl tribal de 1 
la society jordanienne comme 
le premier responsible des cas ; 

de handicapes mentaux ? Sans 1 

etude seieniifique precise, ce 1 

pas ne peut etrc franchi. -Dans 
25‘S' des cas settlement, an ar- 1 

rive it identifier les causes*. 1 

rappelle Ali Al- Shawahin. le i 

secretaire general des Jeu\ 1 

Olvmpiques pour handicaps | 

en Jordanie. qui refuse l'idee du < 

manage consanguin comme 1 

cause essenticlle des handicaps ] 

menutux dans les pays arabes. I 

D’autres facieurs rentrent en 1 


ligne de compte. Les erreurs 
medicates ou les negligences 
de (a part du personnel des 
hdpitaux ne sont pas rares : in¬ 
tervention tardive dans le/d£- 
rouiement des accouchemems 
difficiles. recours incorrect it 
des instruments dangereux 
(forceps, ventouse). dosage 
inad 6 quai de la concentration 
d'oxygene dans les couveuses 
des prematures. Ce recense- 
ment que Ton retrouve dans la 
houche de M. ALKhatib a 
Ramtha cl dc M. Bustami k 
Amman n'est pas la pour nous 
rassurer. 

Ensuite ii y a le manque 
d'informations de nornbreuses 
femmes sur la erossesse ou les 
notions £l£menlaires de pu 6 ri- 
culture. «On rencontre des cas 
oft le handicap a etc prorogue 
[>ur des lesions cerebrates a la 
suite d'une tres forte fievre ou 
d'une maladie d'enfance mol 
soignees-. explique M. Sakkji- 
ha du cenire Al-Razi. 

Enfin. les parents sont par- 
fois coupables de negligences : 
ce sont les accidents domes- 
liques et ces enfants laissfa 
suns surveillance, seuls. dans 
des endroits dangereux ou dans 


-jr*. 












Cette petite fiUe regoti une education appropriee dans 
centre specialise. Pourtant beaucoup de parents hiriterd % 
encore a devoiler le handicap de leur enfant ’ ‘ 
tres rfigiboaux oil les sp£cja- -ledirttrtcur. ' 
listes du minisrtre : ils crai- ' Si les paren ts preftrent en- ' 
gnent que le handicap de leur crwfc garder leurs enfants hanefi : ' 
enfant soitddvoild • / capes a la maison /en revanche : yf 

A AJ Shajara, un viHage de.. ‘ils se. mahifestent >pJus foedie-^ - ^^ 
9.000 habitants prfes de la frpn- merit pour recevoir faidC (no 1 ; 
tifcre syrienne. on. dfinomb^ - ^i^etU ^ U 

selon les statistiques du mi- parJp minik&re' du ti^veloppc-" 


la rue. selon les statistiques du mi- parjp mmiaere^dtf developpc- 

A partir dc la. *il faui pro- nistfere en 1994, 62 ca^ de‘ merit..social. Un.: { bon _moyen ^ 

motn oir un travail de prdven- handicaptSs. alors que le ilinsc- : pour les -de ' mieax - 

turn et d'inierventian rapide teur du Cen tre sp 6 ciah's 6 du vi I- corvwilre cette popul^on r de - 

conclut Ghanem Bustami. an a tage estime qu'en r 6 alhe leur - I'ombre. En ecfeange dit sputiep:: 

constate que betmeoup de cas nombre est plus proche de la gouveitiement^T^lesr familles- ; -^jy. 

legers s'aggravent faute de de- centaine. Le Centre accueilfc'. acceplent ^ ifeffectuer : Un -j 

pixtage et de suivi precoce ». finalement plusieurs classes - nostic.da-.har^iqi^'i^ 


*De la metric maniere. les en¬ 
fants atteints de surdiie qui ne 
sont pas correctement assisted 
aitrom un retard mortal», sou- 
ligne Hayat Shekir. dducatrice 
specialist pour les sounds. 


Hancficap : urte honte Z ^com-aincre quc c'ftait pourle 

Le.Alinistere du ddveIopp&:.. v ,. bien.de leurs enfants*. racqnte ^^oppe^nt sov^JI - ' ^ ' q 
menr sodal organ^ainsi dw v' 7 .?-- -; • syV" ^ 

vulgarisation pour rendre les " \ >:/'•? 

pc nine ii f if ii * ITi ■ nii VfnMrriifh T .Vn ’f^rr^Tilimamirtn ~nr.~'r ■**.7 iviiii^ 


gouvememetitales «normales»- farit dansiin : i^^'pnSv^^qfv,;'v 
et une unique classe sp£ciafis6e - ccla h AipKmu^Au 
avec seuiement 6 enfants. families seplebientZb. Rdnithb'-^, 

•Pour ces six-lb. nous sommes- prtifitaient de faide ffrtanci&r*:y ^ - 
alles frapper a la parte dear du ministeie. auiMtrd'lutiM-*^ ^ 
gens, tuscuier avec eux Cl plu- en a 156 *>, se r^dult :Mo- “ 'v. ^ r.V. 

sieurs reprises, avant de les [ hammed Salameh. le re)w^Si^^-‘:; 
convaincre quc c'itait pour~te ~ taht“S ‘Ramtiia du mipisRsre du : t" 


gens, surtoul les femmes, plus 
conscients des risques de han¬ 
dicaps. 

En cas de handicap f£ger ou 
modern, r-huencmion pre¬ 
coce ’* recommandee consiste & 
^valuer ce handicap, it dduquer 
et rehabilitee l’enfant le plus tot 
possible, afin de lui permettre 
de mieux s'integrer h I’dcole et 
dans la societe. Facile 5 dire, 
pas facile a faire. Beaucoup de 
families ne veulent pas coop 6 - 
rer avec les dducateurs des cen- 


mntes^^riWy; 

—- —- ' • -- ■ *• ‘« -**-'* ■**, — -C-'l ■' u 1 • •■'•"I 
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Partenariat euro-medirerraneen 

Un accord pour s’ouvrir les portes de l’Europe 

A pres leMaroc, la Tunisie, 1’Autorite palest inienne et Israel, la Jordanie est devenue cette semaine 
le cinqui%ne partenaire mediterraneen de VUnion europeenne (UE). Vaccord sera ratifie dans un an. 
Le royaume hachemite en attend des retombees autant economiques que politiques 


0*©St fdit. Lundi der¬ 
nier. l accurd sur Ic partenariat 
cum-jonJnnien a cic? signd it 
Bruxelles, en presence du 
Prince Hassan. Un accord qual¬ 
ify: d hisiorique puisque pour la 
premiere fois. la Jordanie signe 
un accord avec un hloc econo 
mrque mondial en dehors de la 
cornmunaute des Eta is arabes. 

iLcs responsables jordaniens 
du secieur public autant que du 
prive eiaicnt satisfaiLs : •C’est 
mi cimtnu stralcgiquc *. affir- 
nfflit Ic ministre jordanien des 
Affaires dtrangferes. pendant 
qilc Rima Khalaf. le ministre Uu 
p^n mettaii facceni sur *les 
rimers pnur I'ccnnamie jorda- 
nteunc d'augmetuer la produc¬ 
tion ct les cmplois ». De son 
cute. Hamdi Tabaa. le presi- 
ddm dc 1 ’association des 
hqmmcs d'alTaircs jordaniens. 
spulignail que • {'accord eiait 
tui pas cntirctgctLx pour cenforc- 
cir les relations cmnmerctales 
entre les deux parteiutires-. 

iCompose de 200 pages. 
I'gccord vient enfin d’etre coh- 
cfai deux ans upres la conf 6 - 
rSnce de Bqrcelonc en novem- 
h]K 1995. deux ans dc ndgocia- 
tipns parfois difficiles. On se 
s^uvient que cm etc Espagnols 
et Jordaniens s'etaiem opposes 
sur la question des quotas 
dlmportation du concentn; de 
Ipmatc. 

v'Le traitfi prfivoit le ddve- 
Ipppemeni dc la cooperation 
t^onomique et d’importantes 
tfaisses des tarifs douaniers. 
Ainsi les marchandises jorda- 
ruennes seront cxonef&ss des 


taxes douani&res dfes fen tree en 
vigueur de Taccord (dans un 
an. apr&ii ratification des Parie- 
ments jordanien et europden). 
De leur cot 6 , les exportations 
de TUnion europeenne seront 
graduellement lib€r£es de taxes 
surl2 ans. A ('horizon 2010, 
laccord devrait conduire 5 la 
cr&uion d'une zone franche. 
On compte done en Jordanie 
sur un accroissement de 
I'investissement europeen di¬ 
rect pour creer de nouveaux 
empjois et augmenter la pro¬ 
duction locale. De mi* me. 
I'arrivde de la technologie euro- 
peenne sur Je marcftd jordanien 
pourrait renforcer les capacites 
prod uc tives des entre prises et 
les rendre plus competitives 
face h la concurrence intema- 
tionaie. 


339 millions tfecus 

Ramon Mestres, le conseiller 
dconomique de fambassade eu- 
ropdenne h Amman a toutefois 
evoqu^ un soutien financier 
supplementalre de 339 millions 
d'teus accord^ par 1'UE a la 
Jordanie. tl est Evident qu'une 
bonne partie de cette aide est 
desiinee i surmonter les im¬ 
pacts nSgatifs issus de 
{'application de certains articles 
de 1'accord. *Notre Industrie 
sera directement en compili- 
tion avec les autres produits in- 
temadonaux», craignent no- 
tamment un bon nombre de 
patrons jordaniens. De plus, le 
deficit de la balance commer¬ 
cials entre les deux partenai res 
risque encore de s'aggraver (ac- 



Conf^rence 

UOrient des citSis romaines. Catherine 
CourtoLs, Docteur en archeologie de 
I'universite de Louvain-1 a-Neuve en 
Belgique et spedaliste des theatres ro- 
mains, nous errunene a la decouverte 
des plus belles cites de l'Orient ro- 
manise Jerash, Palmyre, Bosra etc...). 
Samedi 29 novembre a 18h30 au Cen¬ 
tre culturel Franqais. Renseignements 
au 637009/636445. 


gner qui habille les interieurs prives 
et publics jordaniens. Jusqu'au 12 T 
d 6 cembre au CCF. " 


Exposition 

Oil Ton redecouvre le parcours artis- 
tique d'Ammar Khammash, le desi- 


Cinema . 

Fin de la Xlle semaine du film ilir^ 
lien a i'auditorium Samir Rifai de 
I'universite de Jordanie. ^ 

Piccoli orrori, de Tonino De Beinardi;; 
samedi 29 novembre a X7h00.. 

Trafitti da un raggio di sole ; de Claudio 
Del Pun fa, samedi 29 a 20h00 et di- 
manche 30 novembre Sl 17hOO.L.' 
Les films sont sous-titres .en anglais.^ 
Prix d'entree : 1 JD pour les adultes ' 
et 500 fils pour les etudiants. : ’ 




, -:c 

Ce jeudrest■■ jbimif©1^4-.en; jmSdanie. 

Voyage noctomc i^ti-lto^O ^l'Ascejiaojifal-Mnrajj.do iVoph^ te^absmhma&^’r 


' et le c^dttlat;aLMruaI appeK B^^q^ ^mspetit 
i - J^rusaJem f w avec 

l l emplacetnent do temple de Salomdnd. 'v/y-yf-c.f- 

. Liele lait et 

eflestesi^iJEdu niti^dwmoiit^remplfc.^^ 

* floe Cainit'ila r*» TamrAi nna 1 a C'm-vr. oKniiUB 


Le Prince Hasson a beaucoup insiste sur «la dimension bnmaine» de 1'accord 
d’association signe lundi dernier entre la Jordanie et CUnion europeenne. Au centre , le 
ministre des Affaires Ftrangeres du Luxembourg, qui occupe actuettement lapresidence 
de CUnion et a droite, le president de la Commission europeenne , Jacques Santer. 
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tuellement le rapport est de une 
exportation jordanienne pour 
dix exportations de I'Union eu- 
rop&nne;. Mais les Europ&ns 
semblent convaincus du succ&s 
de cette alliance : •L’indusirie 
jordanienne est d'ores et ddja 
appelde a s’ouvrir davantage 
sur I’econamie mondiale et it 
amdliorer la qualite de ses pro- 
duits*. 


Enfin t'accord d'association 
ne se limite pas au seul volet 
dconomique et commercial, 
quoique fondamentaj ; la coo¬ 
peration politique en est aussi 
un objecuf primordial. La paix. 
la stability rfigionole, Je ddve- 
loppement des droits de 
I’homme et In democratie sont 
autant dc belles perspectives 
politiques et culturelles pour 


une rdalisation complete de ce 
pahenariM jordano-euro- 
mfditerranden. Imm^diatement 
aprfe Ja signature de 1'accord, 
le Prince .Hasson a insistd sur 
dbtte "dimension humaine * 

chfcrc a son creur. H ne faudrait 
pas I'oublier imp vile. ■ 


' paramrs, rarciaii£e^rtprit aa forme c^este fetr-n 
. prdph^es ayectesqiBebii avautpri^ Aqn’ilreiicont 








. Suleiman Sweiss 


deretwr&er ■ytos.tiWjpmr.M cendmWe 

tiirne, qui a found un sniet •;> ^v : 
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Rolling Stone presents 
an out-of-tune history 
of rock ‘n’ roll women 


THE STAR 11 =; 


By Roger Catlin 


ROLLINCl STONE threw itself a party to 
ce *? b 7 ate 115 “Women in Rock’’ book, 
which comes out on the heels of its 30th 
% amuversary "Women in Rock" sn«£5 
■ issue that wason the siands alongsideSin 
magazine s “The Girl Issue ” P 

RrilZ' 1 * 1 abOU ‘ ,he ° nly lhin * ® "Id m 
tatelT™ “ the id “ ° r 

“H became obvious to us that the maior 

S w “ lhe risc » r 

Jf'n! h Wenner “ys in an editor’s 
he congratulates himself on 
wnung way back in the second issue of the 

Ut Tina Tumer ’ w hom he 
referred to as an incredible chick,” 

A more telling example of Rolling 
Stone s histoiy in dealing with women in 
rock come s not in the 192-page issue itself, 
out in the accompanying 32-page, AT&T- 
sponsored booklet surveying all 773 Roll- 
mg Slone covers in the last 30 years. (A 
-/-.-page hardback of such covers will be 

4 , in ** . sprin ?- cov ers also will 

J* displayed in a 20 -city tour with other 
,?°™ artifacts from the Rock V 
Roll Hall of Fame.J 


And what does ihe history of cover pho¬ 
tos show? 

Well, once the counterculture magazine 
had a cover-photo format, in 1968. ihe first 
woman to appear on the cover was Yoko 
Ono, naked, alongside her husband. John 
Lennon, in the famous ‘Two Virgins” 
album shot. 

The next woman to appear on the cover 
wasn't until 1969. adorning the special 
Groupies issue that saluted ihe era‘s most 
popular use of women in rock. 

Only after that did Janis Joplin get on 
the cover. The only other women "musi¬ 
cians on the cover in the ‘60s? Joni Mitch¬ 
ell and Tina Turner. 

Overall, women made just 169 of the 
773 covers through the years, and only 102 
of them had anything to do with music— 
aod we're throwing in Ono, Linda McCart¬ 
ney and D'Arcy in the Smashing Pump¬ 
kins for good measure. The rest were TV 
or movie starlets, supermodels or window 
dressing. One 1974 cover illustration of a 
bikini girl on a rocket was there to illus¬ 
trate a Steely Dan story. 

It's one thing to salute the female contri¬ 
bution to pop music. But to pretend it has 
anything at all to do with the history of this 



rock mag is disingenuous at best. 

indeed, when the Go-Go's became the 
first all-female rock band to top the charts, 
they got their cover in 1982. but link: 
respect: for the shot, they had to flounce 
around in underwear. 

True, Bonnie Rain, was recognized with' 
a cover in 1975 before her comeback in 
1990. but mosL of the ‘70s covers seemed 
to belong to Linda Ronsladu who first 
appeared in 1975 with her tongue slightly 
ouL She returned in 1976 with a strap of 
her slip hanging down and the following 
year with a lot of rouge, being embraced 
by Peter Asher. The peak came in 1978. 
when Ronsladt was dressed in silk dress 
and twirling her hair, followed just ihree 
issues later with her in a sexy, leopard 
print, off the shoulder number, with Steve 
Martin. Her last cover came in 1980. more 
mature but still pictured with lips apart, 
ready for a kiss. 

_ Rolling Stone had a new reliable cover 
girl in the ‘80s. After a slow start (Cyndi 
Lauper, in her only cover shot, beat her by 
half a year). Madonna made it to the cover 
virtually every year of the decade after her 
debut in 1984. She wasn’t on the cover, in 
1988, so she was on in 1989 twice, fol¬ 
lowed by shots in 1991 and the current . 
cover. 

_ Courtney Love may be the 

chosen one for the ‘90s. 
although she, too, started late— 
in mourning and deep cleavage 
in 1994: the current cover is her 
third. 

For ail the fuss, one of every 
three women on the cover was 
an actress (and usually, a pretty 
dishy one), not a musician. 

Alicia Silverstone had to kneel 
in pink panties for a 1995 cover; 
a close-up of Drew Barrymore 
that year had her licking her lips 
(curiously, none of the male covet 
stars that year were asked to pose 
similarly). 

Laura Dem got a cover without 
a top on in 1993, turned away from 
the camera; Janet Jackson's famous 
1993 shot had her topless and fac¬ 
ing forward, with a pair of male 
hands reaching around to cover her 
breasts. 

John Lennon. David Cassidy and 
an unidentified Woodstock reveler 



John Lennon and Ynko Ono 


are the only men to he shot naked on ear¬ 
lier R,tiling Stone covers. In recent years, 
the hands Blind Melon and Red Hot Chili 
Peppers inuk it all off for a cover. 

Still, nudity seems far more standard for 
women oner subjects. 

Demi Moore went naked for a 1995 
cover. Bmukc Shields stripped down a 
year later. Lisa Bnnct went without punts 
for a I MSS issue: TV's Jennifer Aniston 
showed her hare hot torn on the cover lust 


year. 


Among ail this seductive posing, there 
have been a number of women in pop 
never honored with a cover on. Rolling 
Slow. Aretha Franklin. Marianne Faith- 
full. Niue Carole King. Joan Jen. Selena. 
Laurie Anderson. Kim Gordon of Sonic 
Youth. Mariah Carey. Polly Jean Harvey. 
Bjork. Ani Di Franco. Queen Latifuh. Lus¬ 
cious Jackson. Cl taka Khan. Shunia Twain. 
Sarah McLuehlan. Tori Amos. Fiona 
Apple... 

Even so. there has been room to salute 
top supermodels. Cindy Crawford, topless 
and holding her own u» close the '93 year: 
Claudia Schiller pouring out of a low-cut 
dress in it MWO cover shot; even Christie 
Brinkley showing off her bad in a weird 
1983 cover story about health dubs that 


probably won't he shown 
at the Rock ‘n‘ Roll Hall 
of Fame. 

Although Bill Clin¬ 
ton. Jimmy Carter. 
George McGovern. 
Martin Luther King and 
even Richard Nixon 
have been pictured on 
the cover of Rolling 
Stone through the 
years, which female 
world leaden: have 
been chosen for such 
attention? Well, there 
have been none in the 
last 20 years, and in 
Ihe entire history, 
there was Tricia 
Nixon in 1971; and 
two in 1977. Prin¬ 
cess Caroline and 
Bella Abzug. 

Three incredible 
chicks. ■ 


LA Times- 
Washington Post 
News Service 
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We save you more 



The"most pleasurable shopping 
experience ... It's just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Amman-7ih Circle Tel: 814129 
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Home of the Char Grill 
Check our 

Lunch & Dinner special 

Starting November 10 


Open Daily 12:30 pm. - Midnight 
Shmeisani above Chili House 


For Reservation Tel. 693053 


The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Exoairiaies and Businessmen 




ORLANE 


Beautv Institute 


O Facials 

O Body skin mat men! 

O Make-up 

O European manicures d 
pedicures 


Qweider Trading Est 

Tel: 695049 




' The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 
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Sinee our ground m breuhhig^j0r^#lf in May 2 994. the Orbit 
'Satellite Television and Raffia \etwork has continuously^ 
brought iftty irorld * farourilr programmes to \our Home. 


Enjoy Reading The Star 
Every Thursday Morning 
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For Only 
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Annual Subscription 

For more information please call 652380fax 648298 
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Hotel Suites 


Luxury 
it, Comfort 


Tel 


Service) 


A Location 
In the of 
Sweifyieh 


Wh< •ther you watch Orhil together a family. or enjoy lire footbiflJi 
the company of friends. M 'bother your children -revel in I trial's cartoon 
slum w or the fashion tvorltl tiddes yonr fancy.TJ^tjoio-dot*' business’;’ 
news is what you need or nun ies are v hat fan rrnre... Txpevi Orhil to 


offer ihe best entertainment choice for xoa anti w atr family. 
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pundeit over ihe past 3 rears . so have roar 
with our line-up o f over 40 sen icasyu tfn; still 
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A web site is a must , but what does it cost in Jordan? 

Views on web-pricing 


By Jabra Ghneim 

S/h'cial to The Star 
RECENT EXPERIENCES in 
the Jordanian market show that 
most Jordanian businesses are 
hesitant when it comes to build¬ 
ing wch sites and establish¬ 
ing a presence on the Inter¬ 
net. in spite of that many 
Jordanian businessmen and 
managers are becoming net 
conscious:'they have e-mail, 
and they don’t hesitate to put 
it on their business cards and 
on their marketing literature. 
Many know what Java, 
ActiveX, and CGI are and 
they even have ideas on 
what they want in a web site. 
Still, there is great hesitancy 
when it comes to establish¬ 
ing a web presence. In an 
attempt to address these con¬ 
cerns. we need to ‘roam’ a 
sample of the minds of business 
managers regarding these 
matters. 

Pricing 

This is the biggest barrier in 
the Jordanian market. Prices in 
Jordan are exaggerated. The 
average price of a web page is 
JD 300 to JD 500. This is not 
reasonable in a market like Jor¬ 
dan or even anywhere else in 
the Middle East. It certainly 
can't .he justified by high pro¬ 
duction costs: especially in a 
market where the average wage 
of a web developer for example 
is 10-15 percent of the wages in 
the US nr Europe. And where 
other production costs are in the 
;same neighborhood: You can 


get about 25 MB of space on a 
server in the US for less than $ 
500 in the first year. Thus, busi¬ 
nessmen worry when it comes 
to budgeting issues. 

They are aware of the prices 



in the US and Europe and 
wonder when marketers from 
local web development compa¬ 
nies approach them with rea¬ 
sonable prices! This is a real 
concern especially that most of 
what these businesses want is 
a "brochure" web site, which 
is usually their test site 
through which they gauge the 
benefits of their web presence 
and estimate the number of 
hits that such a site would 
attract. 

For this reason, they are 
always worried and suspicious 
when it comes to pricing. Most 
“web development” companies 
in Jordan do not offer reason¬ 
able prices that meet the 
demands of such customers. 


What's in it for me? 

A web site is a window to 
the world. In a country like Jor¬ 
dan which depends heavily on 
tourism and contact with the 
outside world a web site con 
introduce your business to 
the world. Most web sites 
should have, even in the 
introductory stages. a 
method to co’iect informa¬ 
tion about vis .tors. It could 
later be used for the benefit 
of the company. Many Arab 
web sites I visited fail to 
provide such means. Hav¬ 
ing an e-mail link isn’t inter¬ 
active enough to satisfy that 
purpose. ( am happy to say 
that most businesses in Jor¬ 
dan are aware of such 
needs. Web site visitors are 
always hunting for value 
added content. A web site 
should strixe to give visitors 
more than a "brochure” about 
the company and its activities. 
Value added content could be 
for example a database of busi¬ 
ness information, a mini elec¬ 
tronic magazine fe-zine) or 
chat rooms to discuss product- 
related issues. 

Web site visitors love to be 
rewarded for their visits. A pro¬ 
fessional content development 
agency should be able .to 
develop such material through 
consultations with their client 

What does it really cost to 
build a web site? 

To answer this question we 
need to take a look at a certain 
approach to Web development 


How to deal with Information Overload on the Internet? 

The intelligent agent concept 


By Dr Mohammed Omar 

Special to The Star 
MOST OF the suppliers, devel¬ 
opers. and users of informatior 
technology agree that in’ tfau 
information age. technology is 
changing at unprecedented 
rate. This change is com¬ 
pounding the difficulty of 
making the proper selection of 
the information that is best 
suited to user’s needs and 
requirements, especially with 
the huge volume of informa¬ 
tion available on the Internet. 

The growth in unstructured 
information from sources like: 
Intranets and the Internet, 
faxes, and e-mail has caused 
many problems. like difficulty 
to use information, informa¬ 
tion overload and die need for 
users' active participation 

In a survey by Reuters Busi¬ 
ness Information, in 1996. it 
was found that one third of 
managers suffer ill-health os a 
direct consequence of stress 
associated with information 
overload. Of the surveyed man¬ 
agers. 48 percent predict that the 
Internet will play a primary role 
in aggravating the problem, 
while 43 percent think that 
important decisions ore delayed 
as a result of having too much 
information. 

Almost 80 percent cite the 
rapid increase of internal com¬ 
munications within companies 
as a key reason for the increase 
in information overload. There 
are two main approaches silting 
through information. 

The first method puts the 
responsibility in the hands of the 
user who searches for what he/ 
she needs. As part of this 


iipproach. the user PULLS the 
information using Search 
Engines which search by index, 
key words, and by subject. 

Problems associated with this 


The Br/an' 
Irae&gt 
& Neural. 
Networks 


The Legs 
JatOrC, CGI 


Autonomy 
of in Agent 



method include the difficulties 
associated with finding if the 
word is actually there, getting 
too many hits, separating the 
wheat from the chaff, difficulty 
of use. ALso. there are matters of 
lack of autonomy between the 
retrieved responses and the 
problems are getting worse. 

The increased frustration ted 
to the second method, where the 
responsibility of providing the 
information is shifted to special 
soil wore systems on the Interna. 
This method PUSHES the infor¬ 
mation to the user based on pre¬ 
defined criteria about the infor¬ 
mation. This approach was put 
to use in 1995. It became clear 
that Push is something that is 
delivered in the user’s face. like 
junk moil and that information 


followed by some Jordanian 
companies. They can develop a 
site in-house: assign the com¬ 
pany's "computer whiz" to the 
job— there is at least one in 
each company. 

GeL him a hook on Front 
Page ‘97. which sells for 
around JD 35. and put him to 
work. If the business's literature 
is ready you can have a site 
with a click of a mouse. 

Many providers in the US 
are willing to rent up to 20 MB 
of space for $60. Thai is all the 
cosL What we miss here is the 
expertise of web development 
houses, in addition to their 


expencnce in presenting materi¬ 
als tn the world. Professional 
content and value-added con¬ 
tent is a must when it comes to 
presenting your husincss on the 
ncL So. make sure you have 
top content and design. If you 
don't want to do it yourself then 
the only solution is to locate a 
reasonably priced web devel¬ 
oper who can satisfy all your 
needs. Options abound: but all 
concerned agree that a web site 
Ls a must for each company, 
especially for businesses in a 
country like Jordan. ■ 

E-mail: 

GhneimJ@go.com.jo 


overload is not a function of the 
volume of information out 
there: it actually represents a 
gap between the volume of 
information and the tools we 
have in order to assimilate that 
information into useful knowl¬ 
edge. The cost to the user is 
that it takes time to sort 
through the information, and 
time is money. But. if the push 
approach is augmented with 
intelligent agents, it can be 
more subtle. These products 
are applying intelligence to the 
push concept. They are the 
next level of sophistication. 
Intelligent Push Technology is 
one element that helps ensure 
that people stay informed. 
Agent technology should 
underpin a serious push-based 
solution and allow both the 
sender and recipient to intelli¬ 
gently filter and select relevant 
information. This led tc pro¬ 
viding personalized information 
automatically, based on the 
changing preferences of die 
user as a result of a two-way 
dialogue. 

The intelligent agent concept 
developed from research at 
Cambridge University on the 
adaptive Probabilistic Concept 
Modeling fAPCM) which was 
based on Bayesian Probabilities 
of the 1760s. This is a funda¬ 
mental framework for evidence 
and chance. It is also based on 
Shannon's Information Theo¬ 
rems of the 1940s state thai 
there is a relation of probability 
and Information. Also, die con¬ 
cepts of Neural Networks 
which appeared in the late 
19S0s contribute to this 
development. 

Agents gain intelligence in 
one or more ways of learning 
that include being mid overtly 
like "find articles describing 
the achievements of Arabs in 
the field of mathematics**: or by 
example directing the agent to a 
specific web site to read and 
I earn from. www. website 
3ddress.com; or by watching 
covertly through reading along 
with the user while accessing 
the Internet, thus forming a pro¬ 
file for the user and understand¬ 
ing his interests and tastes, 
bringing back information rele¬ 
vant to such interests. ■ 

E-mail: 
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The move away from 
shrink-wrapped software 

THERE IS a very obvious trend among our local software 
developers, by which they seem to be changing focus. 

All the leading companies, who have been prominent in the 
fields of off-the-shelf business software, are moving out «l 
this field and into customized, big systems. 

It seems that, after several years of developing ami market¬ 
ing their shrink-rapped applications, the returns were rela¬ 
tively lower than they expected. Accordingly, and contrary to 
what we had predicted in the past, shrink-wrapped software 
exports from Jordan were somewhat low. 

However, something else is being exported and it is enjoy¬ 
ing marked growth: tailor-made. large business software solu¬ 
tions. based in part on the applications and- ’engines’ which 
our developers had produced in the past. 

Naturally, the highly modular systems produced look very 
little like die original software they emerged from. In must 
race* , the developer tries to retain some similarity to a previ¬ 
ous brand, simply for sentimental reasons, hut everyone 
knows that this software system is nothing like its small, desk¬ 
top counterpart. Already, Jordanian software customizers are 
acquiring large contracts all over the region to supply man¬ 
agement. finance and general business systems. 

On another note, they are exporting their expertise to other 
software developers, worldwide, by taking on the develop¬ 
ment of parts of their software. Our software specialists arc 
quite skilled in ’coding’ other people software, as it seems. 

The country’s top software development companies are 
busier than ever, but they’re not striving to develop brands or 
to popularize desktop PC products. 

Instead, they are making themselves a name us large ‘soft¬ 
ware contractors’ who can compete with the best on the 
regional level, and sometimes on an international level. Partic¬ 
ular companies are enjoying massive growth in their teams 
and facilities, and are being ‘hailed’ by large companies like 
Microsoft and Oracle os ‘partner developers’ in the region. 

So. after all, it seems chat our developers -are going in the 
right direction and they are playing their role in increasing 
Jordan's status and contribution to the software business in 
the Middle East. 

Perhaps it's not exactly what wc expected, but in the quest 
to deliver to the market what it really wants, our developers 
found their way. ■ 
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Ten Million 
Subscribers at AOL 

• America Online announced 
tha it has more than 10 million 
subscribers around the world. 

AOL says it has gained 
three million subscribers over 
the past year in North Amer¬ 
ica, Europe and Japan. 

Founded in 1985, AOL 
reached the 1 million- 
subscriber mark in 1994 and 5 
million subscribers Iasi year. 

Apple announces new 
Power PC 

• Apple Computer introduced 
the next-generation family of 
Power Macs called the Power 
Macintosh. G3. based on the 
fastest available PowerPC pro¬ 
cessors, these will be the first 


developed using a "build-to- 
order' 1 manufacturing strat¬ 
egy, which other PC makers 
have adopted in the past year. 

Apple also said it will begin 
to sell Macs, software, prim¬ 
ers and other accessories 
directly to customers, via toe 
Internet or by telephone. 

Microsoft Releases New 

Version of Windows 
• Microsoft has unveiled il.s 
latest version of an operating 
system for handheld comput¬ 
ers. Windows CE. 

Microsoft now has 10 man¬ 
ufacturers licensed to build 
handheld computers using 
Windows CE! including eight 
companies’ that are already 
shipping the devices to stares. 
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FIFA president wants friendly 
between Palestine and Israel 


TOKYO—FIFA is trying to set 
up a friendly match between 
Palestine and Israel in New 
York. FIFA president Joao 
Havelange said last Monday. 

Havelange. said at a news 
conference he is holding talks 
wiih Palestinian President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat about organizing the 
game. 

“If we succeed we will once 
more show the world that 
through football we can 
reach solutions 

that neither 
the politi- yjr' /, 

dans, busi- is 

nessmen or „ v . 
diplomats Vy. 

can V-"' 

achieve." he 
said. 

Havelange. flanked at the 
news conference by ..UEFA 
President Lennart Johafison, is 
on a fact-finding mission ahead 
of the 2002 World Cup to be 
co-hoslcd by Japan and South 
Korea. 

The FIFA President said he 
hoped North Korea would join 
South Korea to form a com¬ 



bined team for the 2002 World 
Cup and that if FTFA’s sugges¬ 
tion was accepted he would 
travel to the North Korean capi¬ 
tal of Pyongyang as soot as 
possible. 

He said he also would like 
North Korea to share some of 
the role as a co-host with South 
Korea. 

Havelange 
already has 
plans for a trip 
to North Korea 
with FIFA vice- 
presidents in the 
first half of next 
year. 

The FIFA president 
recalled that a combined 
Korean ream played in the 199! 
World Youth Championships in 
Portugal. 

“If we could reach the same 
entente as we did in 1991 it 
would be valuable and impor¬ 
tant for the relationship 
between the two countries,” 
said Havelange. 

Havelange added that he 
would write to the President of 
the North Korean Football Fed¬ 


eration to tell him of FIFA’s 
wishes. He will also suggest 
that North Korea should host at 
least one of the group matches 
if the border with South Korea 
is opened 

A World Cup match could 
take place at the 100.000 
capacity Pyongyang stadium if 
the Koreas sign a peace accord 
he said. 

The first .peace talks since 
1954 are due to start in Geneva 
on 9 December between the 
two Koreas. the United States 
and China. North and South 
Korea have been technically at 
war since the 1950-53 Korean 
war ended in an armistice. 

Korean Football Association 
President Dr Chung Mong 
Joon has pushed for North 
Korea to take part in the 2002 
World Cup since FIFA decided 
last year that Japan and South 
Korea could share the tourna¬ 
ment, the first time jt has been 
co-hosted 

Havelange had arrived in 
Tokyo from Seoul where he 
promised to invite North 
Korean leader Kim Jong II and 



Havelange 


the next South Korean presi¬ 
dent to the World Cup opening 
ceremony in France. 

In Tokyo, the FIFA delega¬ 
tion declared themselves 
impressed after inspecting the 
70.000-seater Yokohama Inter¬ 
national Stadium which lies to 
the south-west of Tokyo. The 
venue, which is nearing com¬ 
pletion, could host the 2002 
World Cup final. ■ 


NBA suspends Oakley for one game 


By Barbara Barker 

NEW YORK—The New 
York Knicks can debate 
whether Charles Oak : ey 
slapped, punched or pushed' 
Otis Thorpe until they are 
black-und-blue in the face, 
hut the NBA has decided that 
his attack Sunday night was 
enough to merit a one-game 
suspension. 

After reviewing tapes of 
the altercation in the fourth 
quarter of the Knicks’ 104-84 
win over the Vancouver Griz¬ 
zlies. NBA enforcer Rod 
Thorn suspended Oakley for 
Friday’s game at Detroit and 
Fined him $7,500. On top of 
that. Oakley will be docked 1/ 
82nd of his annual $2.88 mil¬ 
lion salary, which comes to 
$35,122. 

Thorpe was fined $3,500 
for throwing an elbow- but . 
received ho suspension. 

"If you hit someone in the • 
face _ with the heel of your 
hand or a fist or a slap _ 
you're going to gel sus¬ 
pended." said Thorn, the 
NBA’s senior vice president 
of huskelhull operations. “ 
(Oakley) definitely hit him. 


He initiated the altercation 
with the flagrant foul. Otis 
Thorpe retaliated with the 
elbow to his chest, and then 
Oakley hit him in the face.” 

Oakley’s suspension means 
the Knicks couid be without 
two of their starters Friday in 
Detroit. Seconds after the 
Oakley-Thorpe confrontation. 
Larry Johnson suffered a 
sprained right ankle. Though 
the Knicks have a rare four- 
day break before their next 
game, general manager Ernie 
Grunfeid said it is “a bad 
sprain” and that Johnson will 
be evaluated later this week. 

• "What Charles did is he 
reacted to an elbow.” Grun¬ 
feid said Monday. “It doesn't 
matter, though. It’s out of our 
hands, really. We’ve been 
dealt these cards and we have 
to play with this deck. This 
will give Buck Williams an 
opportunity to pick op the 
slack. We just have to move 
forward." 

Coach Jeff Van Gundy 
hasn’t said who will start in 
place of Oakley and Johnson, 
if necessary. It’s likely, how¬ 
ever. that Williams and 
backup small forward Chris 



Mills will see a lot of floor 
time. 

Oakley, who could not be 
reached for comment Mon¬ 
day. said after the game he 
was simply defending him¬ 
self. Van Gundy echoed that, 
adding that Oakley did not 
deserve to be suspended 
because he hit Thorpe with an 


World cupqualifying 

Australia looks for way 
to stop Iran’s Bagheri 
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MELBOURNE. Australia— 
Teny Venables is working on a 
plan to stop Iran's danger man 
Karim Bagheri dictating play in 
Saturday's crucial World Cup 
playoff against Australia here. 

Bagheri returns to the Iranian 
team after completing a two- 
match suspension for being sent 
off in the 2-0 defeat by Qatar on 
7 November. 

Bagheri. who plays for Armi- 
nia Bielefeld in the German 
Bundesliga, missed lost Satur¬ 
day’s first leg l-l draw in in 
Tehran, but the* Iranians are 
holding high hopes that he will 
swing the balance before an 
anticipated 90.000 crowd at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

“We will he tightening up 

and making sure that he is not 
the influence that he can be.” 
Venables said after Tuesday's 


training here in sweltering 
conditions. 

“He's a play maker and he 
dictates the game and the pace 
of the game, bis passing is 
excellent short and long.” he 
said. 

’’He's a very good player and 
anything up to 30 yards he hits 
like a rocket” 

The former England manager 
.who became coach to the Soc- 
ceroos in January, admitted that 
several of his players had been 
lacking in fitness in Tehran. 

But he believes that demand¬ 
ing game made his players more 
match-hardened. 

He said his players would not 
stray from their game plan and 
would attack but could be 
forced onto the back foot as the 
Iranians chased goals. 

“It may be that we are 


defending but we’re not going 
to go out and do that, “ he said.” 

Australia needs either a vic¬ 
tory or at worst a scoreless draw 
to ensure a place in next year’s 
finals in France. 

“It’s like last Saturday, we 
did not decide to defend in the 
second half, they threw every¬ 
thing at us and we had to see it 
out.” he said. 

Soccer Australia reported that 
ticket sales were expected to 
reach 60.000 early Wednesday 
in the 95,000-capacity MCG. 

Meanwhile, respected Hun¬ 
garian referee Sandor Puhl will 
take charge of Saturday’s 
match. 

Puhl. who refereed the 1994 
Brazil-Italy World Cup final, 
has been voted the No. I referee 
for the past three years in an 

international poll. ■ 
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open hand rather than a fist. 

The league, however, did 
not make such a distinction 
and seemingly was unim¬ 
pressed with Van Gundy’s 
argument that Oakley is 
resented by some players 
“because he plays hard." 

Playing hard has meant that 
a league-mandated suspension 
has become almost an annual 
event for Oakley, who now 
has been suspended for four 
games in three seasons. Oak¬ 
ley was suspended for the first 
two games of last season after 
getting into a preseason fight 
with Charles Barkley. He also 
was forced to sit out the first 
game of the 1995-96 season 
after a preseason altercation 
with Scott Williams of the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

This season is the 27th in 
which technical fouls have 
been recorded. Heading into 
this season, Oakley ranked 
l oth among players on the all- 
time list with a career total of 
124. Barkley was far and 
away the leader with 310. 

Most of Oakley’s team¬ 
mates defended his action, but 
point guard Charlie Ward 
anticipated Sunday that there 
would be some kind of 
punishment. 

Said Ward: “Everyone is 
different in how they feel with 
getting hit. He chose to throw 
punches, so he had to live 
with the consequences. ... 
Whether it’s a slap or a 
punch, he did it. Like with 
anything else, let this be a les¬ 
son for everyone.” ■ 

LATimes- Washington Post 
News Service 
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